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South Carolina Department of Agriculture 

The Honorable Hugh E. Weathers, Commissioner 

1200 Senate Street 
Wade Hampton Building, Fifth Floor 

Columbia, SC 29201-3734 

803-734-2210 (phone) 
803-734-2191 (fax) 

www.agriculture.sc.gov 

The South Carolina Department of Agriculture (SCDA) is an equal opportunity employer and 
through its programs does not discriminate against anyone based on color, race, national origin 
or disability. All participants in the SCDA Community Grant Program will comply with Title VI of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the American 
Disabilities Act of 1990. 

http://www.agriculture.sc.gov/
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INTRODUCTION 

PROGRAM SUMMARY 
The mission of this program is to support community organizations and businesses working to 
increase the economic development opportunities of rural South Carolina, or the consumption 
of fresh, locally grown or produced foods in South Carolina. The program will support projects 
that increase consumption of nutritious foods through the incorporation of community 
garden(s), mobile market distribution activities, outreach/educational efforts and jobs/capital 
investment throughout the state. 

The SCDA Community Grant Program (CGP) is a grant program for eligible organizations and 
businesses, which provide community building opportunities within South Carolina. The actual 
grant awards are made on a project by project basis. 

ELIGIBILITY 
Any organization or business which has been actively involved in the fostering and improvement 
of its citizens’ wellbeing may be eligible. SCDA will review each applicant to determine the grant 
need. To facilitate this review, organization by-laws, tax information, meeting minutes, 
membership lists, and recent community activities may be requested of the applicant. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
An application for SCDA CGP funds must be complete to be approved. A complete application 
consists of the following: 

1. Project Application
2. Applying organization’s W-9 or other official document showing EIN #
3. Statement of Non-Discrimination
4. Proposed deliverables

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
It is the responsibility of the project manager to assure that any development, renovations, or 
improvements are environmentally sound and that the sole responsibility for corrective action is 
with the project organization or sponsor. 
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PROJECT APPLICATION 
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM 

Applicant Information  

Phone: Fax: Email: sgib.scfhf@gmail.com 

Business Structure: 

Project Information 
Project Title: 

Location of Project: 2063 SANDIFER BLVD. SENECA, SC 29678 

Amount of Funds Requested:  $985,000 

Description of project for which funding is requested: 

 Requesting Business: FOOTHILLS AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE AND MARKETING CENTER, THE 

Address: PO Box 130, Richland, SC 29675 

864-903-1823

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization

F.A.R.M. Center Infrastructure Improvements

Contact Name: STANLEY GIBSON

Funds are 
1 - 

 

New/expanded  to include restrooms and kitchen 
2 - Site improvements to improve drainage and landscaping 
3 - Safety improvements to include lighting and fencing 
4 - Additional sewer capacity

facilities
  by Center FARM the at grounds and buildings the improvefurther  to requested            
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Proposed plan with detailed Goals and Objectives and proposed performance measures: 

Is this project a cooperative effort with or collaboration between more than 1 organization: 

Will this project create access to fresh fruits and vegetables, and provide an improved local 
economy: 

Please provide additional comments (if any) which support the impact of this project to the 
local community: 

How will this project benefit the South Carolina Department of Agriculture, SC producers and 
other agriculture organizations in SC: 

These infrastructure improvements will provide safe and secure location for public events such 
as the Heritage Fair and agriculture related programs. Currently, these programs are operating 
under temporary structures which do not offer adequate protection from weather, theft, etc.
Success will be measured by the increase in public events and attendence resulting from access 
to an enclosed structure.

The security fencing will provide an additional layer of protection for families attending events 
at the FARM Center. Success will be measured by limiting unwanted access to FARM Center 
events.

The sewer system will replace storage tanks which will prevent interruption of service due to 
capacity limitations and provide options for future expansions. Success will be measured by the 
reduction of daily sanitation services during events.

The FARM Center hosts a weekly farmers market and an agricultural fair, these events allow 
local producers to market their products to Oconee county citizens. These improvments will 
allow the FARM Center to increase and enhance economic opportunity for agricultural 
producers.

No

The exhibit hall will allow the farmers market to extend market operations beyond 
the current schedule.

These infrastructure improvements will allow additional oportunities for 
community activities as well as FFA and 4H events. 
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Category Subcategory 2024 Budgeted  2025 Proposed 
Activity Heritage Fair  $             95,000.00 95,000.00$               
Activity Spring Sporting Clays  $             30,000.00 35,700.00$               
Activity Honeybee Festival 20,000.00$               
Activity Bygone Days & BBQ Festival & Bluegrass  $               1,000.00 5,000.00$                
Sponsorship Banners  $               1,000.00 7,000.00$                
Sponsorship General Sponsorships/Donations  $             45,000.00 25,000.00$               
Fundraiser Income Swag  $               1,500.00 2,000.00$                
Facility Rental Arena  $               2,500.00 6,000.00$                
Facility Rental Barn  $               1,200.00 2,400.00$                
Facility Rental Exhibit Hall 4,800.00$                
Facility Rental Grounds/Other  $                  200.00 500.00$                    
County Funding ATAX  $             10,000.00 15,000.00$               
Farmers Market Market vendor fees 1,000.00$                
Holiday Market Holiday Market Vendor Fees 2,000.00$                
Other Interest, other, etc. 1000 25,000.00$               

246,400.00$             

Category Subcategory 2024 Budgeted 2025 Proposed

Activity Expenses Heritage Fair 70,000.00$              70,000.00$               
Activity Expenses Sporting Clays 15,000.00$              15,700.00$               
Activity Expenses Bygone Days & BBQ Festival & Bluegrass 1,000.00$                1,200.00$                
Activity Expenses Honeybee Festival 5,000.00$                
Farmers Market Misc Expenses 500.00$                    
Operational Expenses Postage and PO Box -$                         200.00$                    
Buildings Building Maintenance 4,500.00$                500.00$                    
Equipment Maintenance Equipment Maintenance 4,000.00$                4,000.00$                
Insurance Insurance 6,000.00$                11,000.00$               
Fuel Fuel 2,000.00$                2,000.00$                
Tourist Advertising Sporting Clay Advertising 500.00$                   1,500.00$                
Tourist Advertising Honeybee Advertising 2,500.00$                
Tourist Advertising Bygone Days Advertising 1,500.00$                
Tourist Advertising Heritage Fair Advertising 4,000.00$                
Marketing General Advertising 500.00$                    
Marketing Office supplies, software subscriptions, etc 2,500.00$                1,500.00$                
State Fees SC Secretary of State 50.00$                     50.00$                      
Marketing Banners 500.00$                   1,500.00$                
Sponsorship/Donations FFA/Community 5,000.00$                5,000.00$                
Utilities Water 3,000.00$                2,000.00$                
Utilities Power 5,000.00$                10,000.00$               
Utilities Internet 1,584.00$                1,620.00$                
Utilities Sewer 500.00$                   500.00$                    
Fundraiser Merch 2,300.00$                2,000.00$                
Contracted Services Accounting 2,000.00$                4,000.00$                
Contracted Services Grounds Maintenance 3,000.00$                2,000.00$                
Contracted Services Website and Social Media 250.00$                   10,400.00$               
Contracted Services Misc. Contract Services 5,230.00$                
Staff Facilities Manager 40,000.00$               
Staff Other 15,500.00$               
Staff Fundraising Director -$                         25,000.00$               

246,400.00$             Total

Income

Expenses

2025 FARM Center Budget
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