Agriculture Commission of SC
August 12, 2025
Minutes

THE AGRICULTURE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Buddy Training Facility
350 Ballard Court
West Columbia, SC 29172
Tuesday, August 12, 2025

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT
	Frances Price, Chair
	Adair McKoy

	Wayne Belger
	Bradley Orr

	Mike Shirer
	Michael Gibson

	Darren Carter via phone
	Chalmers Carr

	Mac Sanders
	



COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT
	Stevie Still
	Earl Thrailkill

	Benjie Andrew
	



EXCUSED ABSENT COMMISSION MEMBERS
	Lewis Hicks
	Frank Looper 

	Ben Gramling
	



OTHERS PRESENT
	Clint Leach, SCDA 
	Sam Quinney, SCDA

	Ellen Lloyd, SCDA
	



I. Call to Order/Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Price called the meeting to order at approximately 10:04 a.m. with a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chair Price said that with 14 Ag Commission members, 8 must be in attendance to achieve a quorum. Currently a quorum is present with Darren Carter participating via teleconference.  She added that Mr. Carter will have to excuse himself at approximately 12 pm due to an appt.  The excused absences to the minutes of record are Frank Looper, Ben Gramling and Lewis Hicks. 

II. Guest Reports
· South Carolina Department of Agriculture – Clint Leach reported on the following:
· Southeastern states have been working on a disaster block grant program for disaster relief specific to Hurricane Helene which took place October 2024.  Money for grant coming to states by way of the United States Department of Agriculture.  The block grant will cover items that have not traditionally been covered (i.e. future revenue losses, losses of market).  Traditional crop losses will not be covered as they are covered by other programs. 
· Cody Simpson, State Executive Director, SC FSA - Mr. Simpson reported on the following:
· Three disaster relief programs currently: 
· ECAP Emergency Commodities Assistant Program 
· Supplemental Disaster Relief Program
· Livestock Relief Program of 23 and 24
· Refer to websites for updates on these programs:  https://www.farmers.gov and https://www.fsa.usda.gov.

III. Old Business
· Approval of Minutes, May 21, 2025 – Chair Price
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as mailed.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.
· Update on cotton ginner and late assessment payment – Sam Quinney reported the late assessment check was received a week after the last Ag Commission meeting.  
· Update on the SC Soybean Board and the SC Corn Board – Sam Quinney, Clint Leach and Chair Price all provided an update:
Chair Price reported the following:
· She organized two separate meetings with both board’s Executives held at the S.C. Farm Bureau Office Building on June 26th.  Also representing the Ag Commission were Bradley Orr, Vice-Chair, Wayne Belger and Michael Gibson.  These meetings were asked for by the Corn and Soybean Boards.  She said conversations at these meetings opened doors for communication.
Sam Quinney reported the following:
· Attended meeting July 1st with the Corn Board Executives followed by a separate meeting with the Soybean Executives which was successful in putting together an operational MOU that runs through the end of August;
· Currently handling Soybean Board and Corn Board deposits for assessments;
· Both boards have officially voted to hire Bennet Harrelson as a consultant;
· SCDA, and Corn and Soybean boards moving forward with SCDA position to service both boards administratively and provide additional QSSB financial services for the Soybean Board.  This job description and posting forthcoming.
Clint Leach reported the following:
· Mr. Leach attended a meeting with two United Soybean Board executives and the SC Soybean Executives on July 29, 2025, in Columbia.  He reported a new MOU was discussed.  
· The Soybean Board asked for clarity in the codes/terminology that SCDA finance uses;
· Roles and responsibilities of both boards and SCDA’s were discussed regarding compliance under the SC Soybean Marketing Order and the Federal Soybean marketing order.

Chair Price introduced Bennett Harrelson, the new Consultant/Executive Director for the Corn and Soybean Boards.

IV. New Business 
· SC Watermelon Board Resolution to pause assessments – Chair Price/Sam Quinney
Chair Price reminded everyone that this was discussed at length at the May 21st meeting and that she sent a letter of recommendation to the SC Watermelon Board to submit a resolution to request a pause of their in-state watermelon assessments.  This resolution is in the meeting packets.  Mr. Quinney said he and Chair Price reviewed their resolution prior to this meeting and thought it best this be put to a vote to all SC watermelon producers since this action will take effect on the entirety of watermelon producers.  Chair Price said she would like the Commission to decide on this matter.  A motion was made and seconded that the resolution from the SC Watermelon Chairman Scotty Sandifer on behalf of the Board to pause SC watermelon assessment for one year with provision to be assessed annually, be put forth to all watermelon producers in South Carolina in the form of a referendum.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.  Referendum to clarify that the national assessment will continue.  
· Ag Commission members as Ex Officio members of each commodity board – Chair Price referred everyone to SECTION 46-17-190 Establishment of commodity boards (included in meeting packets).  She said this section calls for a person from the Ag Commission to be an ex-officio member on each of the commodity boards.  Chair Price reminded everyone that this section is also included in their new policy manual.  She asked for volunteers to be ex-officio members of the eight commodity boards.  Chair Price said currently she attends Corn Board meetings.  
Ag Commission Ex Officio Member	Commodity Board Ex Officio
1. Chair Frances Price			SC Corn Board
2. Adair McCoy				SC Soybean Board
3. Darren Carter				SC Beef Council
4. Wayne Belger				SC Pork Board
5. Michael Gibson			SC Cotton Board
6. Michael Gibson			SC Tobacco Board
7. Mike Shirer				SC Peanut Board
8. Chalmers Carr			SC Watermelon Board
· SCDA & SC Soybean Board letter requesting the Ag Commission to ask the SC Legislature about SC Soybean Board historical unpaid interest on money in state account – Chair Price explained that there has not been any interest collected on any of the commodity boards state-held bank accounts.  She explained that this past year, SCDA asked the legislature to move forward with allowing these commodity boards to collect interest on their monies and effective July one of this year, all commodity board accounts are earning interest.  SCDA to provide the Ag Commission members the interest rate on these accounts at the November 10th meeting.  This agenda item refers to the letter included in their packets to the Ag Commission from SCDA and Fitzhugh Bethea, Chairman of the SC Soybean Board, asking that the Commission seek a legislative solution from the SC General Assembly to authorize the return of retroactive interest payments to the SC Soybean Board.  Clint Leach said, if a letter is approved by the Commission today, he would assist in getting the letter to the leadership of the General Assembly.  It was asked if it was thought that the other commodity boards might follow suit and try and get their back interest.  After much discussion it was decided to our knowledge the Soybean Board is the only one with Federal Checkoff language, specifically directing interest come back to the Soybean Board. In the letter to the Ag Commission, it is estimated that the amount of interest accrued and not retained by the SC Soybean Board is approximately $227,468.  Mr. Leach said USB takes this very seriously and very much appreciates SCDA and the Ag Commission presenting this issue to the South Carolina General Assembly.  He said USB also understands that it's not our decision as to whether it's funded.  The SC General Assembly could choose not to pay the back interest.  Mr. Leach says if this should happen, USDA might be notified by USB of this issue, and then USDA would contact the SC General Assembly or SC Attorney General's office.  He said this letter is the first step in notifying them of this issue because the Ag Commission nor SCDA has the authority to grant this amount.  It would be in the hands of our elected House and Senate members.  Sam Quinney said because Commodity boards cannot lobby, they cannot go to the General Assembly.  A motion was made and seconded that the Ag Commission uses the information in the letter from SCDA and Fitzhugh Bethea, Chairman of the SC Soybean Board to put together a letter to send for consideration to the General Assembly to allow the South Carolina Soybean Board to recoup past interest.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.
· United Soybean Board & SC Soybean Board’s letter to Ag Commission regarding Ag Commission motions from November 13, 2024, meeting – Chair Price said this agenda item was added because of a letter she received from Fitzhugh Bethea, Chair, of the SC Soybean Board dated August 6, 2025, regarding the motions made by the Ag Commission at the November 13, 2024, meeting.  A copy of Chair Bethea’s letter and the 4 motions are included in the meeting packets.  All motions were read aloud.  After much discussion on the motions and the August 6th letter, it was determined some motions could not apply legally to all commodities and the motions should have gone to public hearing, followed by referendum by South Carolina producers to be legally binding.  Chair Price commented that at the meeting where these motions were made, the Ag Commission had been pressed with unusual circumstances that began in 2024.  This Commission, to her knowledge, had never faced this before and some language in the Marketing Act is not specific.  In her opinion, after having many executive sessions that lasted hours, the Commission had to do something to be able to move forward. She stated she believes this Commission has reached a point where we have open lines of communication with the SC Soybean and Corn Boards.  Chair Price noted all the hard work that went into forming and passing the corn marketing order and SC Corn Board by this Commission and SCDA and how it was a learning experience for everyone involved because a new marketing order had not been formulated in years.  Chair Price commented that the first motion passed dealt with finances and having outside bank accounts.  One account that was opened outside of the Department of Agriculture at that time has been closed. Reconciliation information has been given to Mrs. Lloyd at SCDA. There has been one account approved through the Ag Commission for the SC Soybean Board to be opened outside of SCDA, which is permitted in the United Soybean Board Federal check-off.  Chair Price said the requested monies by the Soybean Board has been moved into that outside account and these monies are currently earning interest.  The conversation turned back to the 4 motions and the Ag Commission members agreed that hearings and referendums should have taken place as proper procedure stated in Section 46-17-160 of the Marketing Act.  They agreed that to move forward and continue with the progress the Commission and Boards have made, all 4 motions should be withdrawn.  A motion was made and seconded that the Ag Commission withdraw all four motions attained at the meeting on November 13th of 2024 concerning the commodity boards.  Seven board members were in favor, one abstained.  Motion carried.

Darren Carter had to leave the call and apologized for not being able to stay on any longer.

· Discussion of Ag Commission responsibilities and SCDA’s role – Sam Quinney said the purpose of the Commodities Marketing Act is to promote the agriculture commodities of this state by enabling producers to help themselves in establishing orderly and fair marketing, grading and standardizing of the commodities they produce.  The Ag Commission oversees the administration of the Commodities Marketing Act.  Mr. Quinney said a brief description of the role of the Ag Commission is issuance, amendment, or termination of marketing agreements or orders.  He said to his knowledge, the judgement on issuance, amendment, or termination of marketing agreements or orders has been carried out by the Ag Commission but that the SC Dept. of Ag has supplied the personnel to provide the follow-up steps on these judgements with minutes, communications and making the necessary arrangements for next steps.  Mr. Quinney said because of the SC Soybean Board’s recent interpretation of the Commodities Marketing Act and some comments by the United Soybean Board it was suggested by these groups that an MOU between the SC Dept. of Ag and the Ag Commission identifying who performs what role would possibly aid with any future issues.  Chair Price appointed the following to work with her on establishing the roles of the Ag Commission with SCDA:  Bradley Orr, Michael Gibson and Wayne Belger.  Sam Quinney to provide the Ag Commission the Departments roles to the Ag Commission in the draft form of a MOU.  Draft Mou to be sent out or provided for review at the November 10th meeting.
· Discuss SC Soybean Board’s position of Director of Research, Promotion and Education – Sam Quinney said with the removal of motion number four, that all directors /commodity staff of commodity boards be employed by South Carolina Department of Agriculture, the SC Corn and Soybean Boards are wanting to hire Mr. Bennett Harrelson as the director of research, promotion and education.  Mr. Quinney recommended to the Ag Commission that the Commission ask that both boards provide a resolution request for them to hire Bennett Harrelson.  Chair Price had Bennett Harrelson introduce himself.  Mr. Harrelson said he is currently working with the Corn and Soybean boards as an independent contractor.  He said he grew up on a small family farm in Rembert, SC.  Mr. Harrelson attended Clemson and graduated with a degree in agronomy.  He then got his master's at UGA in plant science.  Mr. Harrelson worked in private industry for a while and then went to Clemson Extension and did his doctorate on everything related to double cropping soybeans behind corn.  He said he was approached by the corn, soybean boards and started working with them back in the first part of June.  Mr. Harrelson said he likes doing research and when he was originally approached by the Corn and Soybean Boards it was for the position of Director of Research.  There was much discussion as to the need for these resolutions with no resulting decision.

Ellen Lloyd got Darren Carter back on the phone for this vote.
 
Commodity Board Appointment and Approvals – Ellen Lloyd presented the nominees for the SC Beef Council open board seats.  Mrs. Lloyd also reported that Bo Norris of the SC Corn Board resigned his board seat on the SC Corn Board and that the Board appointed Gill Rogers to finish out Mr. Norris’ term. 
· 
[bookmark: _Hlk117085759]South Carolina Beef Council
[bookmark: _Hlk165449045]DISTRICT I		Harold Hupp, Clemson, SC – Petition/producer verification
Edward Evans, Liberty, SC - Petition/
DISTRICT IV	Eddy Ellison, Greenwood, SC – Petition/producer verification
DISTRICT VI	Henry Herndon, SC – Petition/producer verification

South Carolina Corn Board
District II	Randolph “Gill” Rogers, Hartsville, SC – appointed/producer verification

A motion was made and seconded to approve the above nominees for the SC Beef Council and the SC Corn Board’s appointment of Gill Rogers to the District II board seat replacing Bo Norris.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.

There was some confusion and discussion around what month/day the SC Corn Board members terms expired.  Chair Price said page four in the marketing order says December the 31st, however, board seat terms are staggered:
· 3 seats terminate nearest to 3 years from the effective date of this Marketing Order; 
· 2 seats terminate nearest to 2 years from the effective date of this Marketing Order and;
· 2 seats terminate nearest to 1 year from the effective date of this Marketing Order.
The effective date of the Corn Marketing Order is July 1, 2024.  It was noted that the Corn Marketing Order mimics the Soybean Marketing Order.  Chair Price said she and Mrs. Lloyd will investigate this and send a letter or email out stating what was found.  Mrs. Lloyd stated that 3 SC Pork Board seats expire on August 31st and that only one petition was received.  She has reached out to this nominee asking for proof of hog production but has yet to hear back.  

Mrs. Lloyd added as information that the Cotton Marketing Order had its 5 year referendum this year on continuation of that Marketing Order and the referendum passed.  Ninety votes were cast on the cotton marketing order referendum.  These votes represented approximately 44,710 acres.  There were 67 “yes” (74.4%) votes and 23 “no” (25.6%) votes.  The yes votes represented approximately 35,510 acres (79.4%) and the no votes represented approximately 9,200 acres (20.6%).

V. Other Business
· Next Meeting Date:
· November 10, 2025 – Meeting to held at the Buddy Training Facility.

VI. Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:32 p.m.
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