
 

 

We are again approaching the storm season. Hurricanes, floods, tornados, and other 
storms could potentially cause structural damage, power supply failures, and damage 
to water and sewer lines. Other seasonal conditions such as snow, sleet, freezing rain, 
ice, and heavy winds could also result in situations that could affect retail food 
establishment operations. 

Having a written emergency recovery plan can help prepare for and recover from an 
emergency event. The recovery plan should include steps to take after a warning notice 
has been issued for a natural disaster. Taking the planned steps can help minimize the 
impact of the event on the food establishment. The plan can also provide needed 
guidance under often stressful and chaotic conditions.                         

For example, a plan might include:  

• Instructions for temporarily relocating food supplies to a facility outside the 
affected area before an expected event happens.  

• Contact information for resources that may be helpful before, during, or after an 
emergency event.  

• Guidance on safe, efficient, recovery procedures once the event has ended.   

A written plan may also be used to provide guidance on quick actions to take if a man-
made event causes an interruption in the power supply, water supply, or sewage 
disposal system.  

The Conference for Food Protection Emergency Action Plan for Retail Food Establishments is a helpful guide 
that may assist with creating a plan that works for your food establishment. 

RECOVERY ASSISTANCE 

After an emergency or disaster event, SCDA may contact you by email, phone, or text with information 
related to the event; or to request facility impact information that will help us provide recovery assistance.  

Fact sheets, signs and guides that provide information and resources are available on the Retail Food Safety, 
Educational Materials and Environmental Emergency & Recovery web pages.  Some of the fact sheets and a 
sign available on the web pages are shown below. 

   

Additional information and resources may be found at the South Carolina Emergency 
Management Division (SCEMD) website. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mqgphPF28U6cxFIRKxlNsRip-YEGo0RX/view
https://agriculture.sc.gov/divisions/consumer-protection/retail-food-safety/educational-materials/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/divisions/consumer-protection/retail-food-safety/environmental-emergency-recovery/
https://www.scemd.org/stay-informed/publications/hurricane-guide/
https://www.scemd.org/stay-informed/publications/hurricane-guide/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/RFEVomitFecalCleanUp2024.pdf
https://agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/RFEEmergencyRecoveryPowerOutagesGuide.pdf
https://agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/RFERecoveringFromAFlood2024.pdf
https://agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/WaterRelatedEmergency2024_Sticker_8.5x11_digital.pdf

