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FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION

To wholesale most food products to other businesses
for resale, you must obtain a Registration Verification
Certificate (RVC) from SCDA. You must register and
get SCDA approval of the process, product, and facility.
Foods under the jurisdiction of the SCDA Wholesale
Food Safety Department cannot be manufactured in a
domestic kitchen. To apply for the RVC, visit the Online
Registration Portal at rvcfoodfacilityregistration.
agriculture.sc.gov/Registration. For more information,
contact rvcregistration@scda.sc.gov.

Most canned/jarred/bottled foods must be analyzed
by a FDA recognized processing authority. For more
information, contact Clemson University Food2Market
clemson.edu/extension/food/food2market. Pickled
foods (chow-chows, some sauces, and pickled
vegetables) are acidified foods and require Better
Process Control School attendance, registration with
the FDA, and a scheduled process; including proper
and accurate record keeping. All of this is to prevent
Botulism poisoning, which can and does happen.

Eggs that are sold at locations other than a producer’s
residence or farm must be washed, sanitized, properly
labeled, inspected, and graded by the grower according
to USDA standards and kept at 45° F or below. The
producer must obtain an Egg License issued by SCDA.
Unlabeled, ungraded, or unsized eggs or eggs off
refrigeration are considered adulterated and will be
removed from public sale.

State and Federal law requires the use of a label that
includes Product Name, Ingredient List, Name and
Address of Manufacturer, and Net Contents on foods
sold to the public. All food ingredients must be disclosed
in an ingredient list or in a separate Contains statement.
Products that are not properly labeled are considered
misbranded and adulterated and will be removed from
public sale.

Wholesale Meat Products that contain more than 3%
raw or 2% cooked poultry, beef, pork or lamb are under
jurisdiction of SC Meat and Poultry (803-788-8747).
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Wholesale Milk and Grade A Milk Products are under
the jurisdiction of SCDA Milk Safety and Compliance
(803-896-0523).

Seafood and Fish that are whole and unprocessed are under
the jurisdiction of Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(803-734-3886). SCDA (agriculture.sc.gov) regulates
Processed Seafood, Crustacean Shellfish, and Finfish
sold wholesale to other businesses for resale. Molluscan
Shellfish harvesting is regulated by the shellfish division of
the South Carolina Department of Environmental Services
(843-238-4378). Seafood/fishery products are subject to
Seafood HACCP regulation and training may be required.

Direct-to-consumer food sales fall under SCDA Retail
Food Safety (803-896-0640 / agriculture.sc.gov/retail-
food-safety).

Animal Feed and Pet Food/Treats are under the
jurisdiction of SCDA Feed Safety (feedregistration(@
scda.sc.gov). Products must be registered with SCDA
annually and meet all labeling requirements of the
South Carolina Commercial Feed Law, including Protein,
Fat, and Fiber content. Animal Feed and Pet Food
Registration is $20 per product (803-737-9713).

. Raw Agricultural Produce that is cut to harvest and not

further processed falls under the SCDA Produce Safety
Department, which manages the implementation of
the FSMA Produce Safety Rule in South Carolina. Some
farms will be exempt from the rule and will have to
submit a Produce Safety Rule Exemption Application at
scproducesafety.com. (803-753-7267)

The Certified SC program is a cooperative effort with
farmers, processors, wholesalers, retailers and SCDA to
brand and promote South Carolina products. For more
information, visit certifiedsc.com.

The Home-based Food Production (HBFP) Law, allows
some potentially non-hazardous food products to be
produced in a home kitchen. For more information,

visit agriculture.sc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/
SCHome-basedFoodProductionLawBook2025 _digital.pdf.
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