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SOUTHERN TERROIR
HOW A 19™ CENTURY SC FARMER INFLUENCED THE US WINE INDUSTRY

BY CADE MSCONNELL | PHOTOS BY EVA MOORE

In 1824, while South
Carolina’s economy
revolved almost entirely
around cotton, one
Columbia farmer
proposed a radically
different future: wine.
That farmer was
Nicholas Herbemont, a
French immigrant whose
experiments with grapes
innovated vineyard
practices, kickstarted the
American wine industry,
and left a lasting

mark on American
winemaking history.

Born in the Champagne region of France,
Herbemont arrived in Columbia in the early

1800s and became the first French professor at
South Carolina College. But his interests extended
far beyond the classroom. Fascinated by the
possibility of growing wine grapes in the humid
South, Herbemont began cultivating vineyards in
Columbia, planting his first vines along what is
now the 1200 block of Bull Street.

His work began after discovering a hardy grapevine
growing on the plantation of Judge Huger in
Columbia, where the variety had reportedly been
noted as early as 1798. Before that discovery,
Herbemont had attempted to transplant more
than 200 varieties of French Vitis vinifera grapes

to South Carolina. The experiment failed
spectacularly. Nearly every vine succumbed to the
South’s oppressive humidity, fungal diseases, and
destructive pests.

Rather than abandon the effort, Herbemont kept
experimenting. Through years of trials and study,
he developed the Herbemont grape, a hybrid
crossing native Southeastern American grapes with
traditional European wine grapes. The result was

a vine particularly capable
of surviving Southern
conditions while still
producing high-quality wine.

Though smaller in size, the
Herbemont grape earned
praise for both flavor and
versatility. It served as a
table grape and a wine
grape, with the 19th-century
journal The American
Farmer calling Herbemont’s
wines “the finest American
wines ever produced.” Even
Queen Victoria reportedly
became a fan, arranging for
shipments from Charleston
to England.

The grape’s popularity soon spread beyond South
Carolina into states like Missouri and Texas, when
the vine proved naturally resistant to threats that
devastated other vineyards, including phylloxera and
the mildew-loving climate of the American South.

Ironically, that success contributed to the grape’s
decline. When phylloxera ravaged Europe in

the 1860s and 1870s, many American vines were
uprooted and shipped overseas to rescue European
vineyards. Later, Prohibition and changing wine
tastes pushed the variety further into obscurity.

Today, only a handful of wineries still produce
Herbemont wine. Yet efforts are underway to revive
this forgotten Southern grape. In Columbia, Historic
Columbia has replanted and begun propagating
Herbemont vines near the place where they were
first cultivated, reconnecting South Carolina with a
vision first imagined two centuries ago.
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uly is a busy time out

in the fields of South

Carolina. When many
people are hunkering
down indoors and
enjoying the A/C, farmers
and farmworkers are out
there harvesting the food
we eat and tending crops.
Speaking of food, July is
designated National Ice
Cream Month, so we're
required to eat more than

usual.

On the specialty crop side
of the industry, this is

the time of year when it
seems like everything is
happening at once. South
Carolina farmers have
begun harvesting okra,
tomatoes, blueberries,
blackberries, eggplant,
peppers, beans, peas,

and more. Sweet corn
season is going strong.
Peach season has been
solid. Farmers markets
are absolutely loaded with
South Carolina produce.

We're hearing especially
positive reports about

this year’s watermelon
season: great yields, heavy
melons, and a decent
market compared to last
year. The nation’s 250*
birthday apparently added
some “juice” to the usual
Fourth of July festivities,
resulting in good sales for
growers in our state.

July is also when beef
and dairy farmers chop
corn silage to store as

feed for their cattle.
That brings back some
warm memories for me —

actually hot ones!

Despite the good growing,
there are lots of pressures
on crops this summer. Hot
weather and insufficient
rain mean lots of potential
for pests, disease, and sun
damage.

The drought has really
hurt some farmers. The
most recent US Drought
Monitor map shows quite
a patchwork across the
state, with some areas
merely Abnormally Dry
(DO0), but a large swath of
the Pee Dee and coast in
D3, or Extreme Drought.
My home county of
Orangeburg is split
between DO, D1, and D2,
as are many other areas.
In other words, it’s hard
to even know what your
neighbor is dealing with,
much less a farmer a few
counties over. | pray we
see some more steady rain
in the weeks to come.

As a result of the drought,
a quarter of the state’s
pastures are in poor
condition, according to

the latest USDA reports.

As far as row crops, cotton
has begun squaring and
peanuts are pegging.
When grain corn harvest
begins, we'll start to
understand just what the
impact of the drought has

o

been there.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Freewoods Farm Partnership & Legacy Celebration
July 24 « 10 am

Join South Carolina State University Public Service
& Agriculture (SC State PSA) as we celebrate the
enduring legacy of Freewoods Farm and a partnership
dedicated to preserving its history through education,
research and community engagement. Freewoods
Farm preserves the history, stories and traditions
of African American families who built farming
communities after the Civil War. Experience a
special program featuring Freewoods Farm founder
O'Neil Small, guided tours of the historic farm, and
complimentary Southern-inspired cuisine available
while supplies last. Early RSVPs are encouraged.
Freewoods Farm

9515 Freewoods Road, Myrtle Beach

Contact: Richard Waring

rwaring2@scsu.edu

Soap It Up

July 25 « 1-3pm

Join us for an afternoon of measuring and mixing,
pouring, swirling, and creating your very own
handcrafted goat milk soap. We'll gather in the
farmhouse kitchen just steps away from the goats
whose milk makes our soap so creamy and luxurious.
Jeremiah Farm & Goat Dairy

3853 Platt Road, Johns Island

843-276-3115

Tickets: jeremiahfarm.com

Landowner & Farm Conservation Workshop:
Edisto Island

July 28 ¢ 9:30 am - 1:30 pm

Join us for an engaging and practical workshop
designed to help landowners learn about
conservation practices, sustainable land
management, and sustainable agriculture. Whether
you're a farmer, forest owner, or rural landowner
looking to steward your land wisely, this workshop
will equip you with knowledge, resources, and
connections to protect and enhance your property
for years to come. Free lunch included.

Marsh Hen Mill

2975 Hwy 174, Edisto Island

Contact: Jim Johnson

803-378-5981

Register: eventbrite.com/e/landowner-workshop-
edisto-island-learn-about-new-grants-up-to-30k-
tickets-1090660430936

Edisto REC Corn and Soybean Field Day
July3o « 9am

The plot tour will begin at 9 am and the day will
conclude with a catered lunch.

Edisto REC

64 Research Road, Blackville
blogs.clemson.edu/sccrops/edisto-rec-corn-and-
soybean-field-day-save-the-date-july-30th/

Harvest the Rain: From Roof to Soil

July3r « gam-1pm

Looking for ways to save money and make
landscapes more sustainable? Hosted by Nicole
Goodman, Clemson Extension urban horticulture
agent, this workshop will cover rainwater
harvesting topics ranging from legal considerations
to practical setup tips. Each participant will receive
one rain barrel and kit, including hole saws,

spigots and downspout connectors, along with
resources on rainwater harvesting and sustainable
landscaping.

Spartanburg County Extension Office

612 Chesnee Hwy, Spartanburg

Contact: Nicole Goodman

ngoodmz@clemson.edu ¢ 864-986-1270

Register: eventbrite.com/e/harvest-the-rain-from-roof-to-
soil-registration-1988038900869?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Tobacco Heritage Day

August1 ¢ 9 am-12 pm

For much of the 20" century, tobacco was the
main cash crop for Horry County and the Pee Dee
Region and provided an income for many farm
families in the area. During the late summer, leaves
were gathered and taken to the barn to be strung
and cured. This process required participation
from all family members, down to young children,
whose job would be to hand the tobacco leaves to

a stringer. Demonstrations will include gathering,
hand tying and stringing tobacco, cooking on the
wood burning stove, and a variety of other farm
activities. This event is free and open to the public.
L.W. Paul Living History Farm

Hwy 701 North and Harris Short Cut Road, Conway
hcg.museum@horrycountysc.gov e 843-915-5321
horrycountymuseum.org

Aynor Farmers Market

Saturdays through August 22 « 8 am-12 pm
Shop dozens of local vendors offering fresh
produce, homemade baked goods, local honey,
fresh flowers, handcrafted gifts, woodworking,
candles, soaps, farm-fresh eggs, home décor, plants,
and so much more. Every week brings something
new, making each visit a unique experience.
Enjoy live music every Saturday from 9 am - 12
pm while you shop and support local businesses.
Bring the family, meet your neighbors, and spend
your Saturday morning enjoying one of the best
community traditions in the Little Golden Town.
Admission is free.

Aynor Town Park

600 S Main Street, Aynor
aynorareachamberofcommerce@gmail.com
843-685-1416
aynorareachamberofcommerce.com/events/aynor-
farmers-market-2

SCDA State Farmers Markets

SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE FARMERS MARKET

3483 Charleston Highway
West Columbia, SC 29172

GREENVILLE
STATE FARMERS MARKET

1354 Rutherford Road
Greenville, SC 29609

PEE DEE
STATE FARMERS MARKET

2513 W. Lucas Street
Florence, SC 29501

VISIT
AGRICULTURE.SC.GOV

Click on the State Farmers Markets
button for more information about
each location

803-737-4664 864-244-4023 843-665-5154
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The Market Bulletin is published on the first and third Thursday
of each month by the SC Department of Agriculture, Wade
Hampton Building, Columbia, SC 29201. Periodicals postage
paid at Columbia, SC 29201.

Postmaster, send address changes to:

SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC 29211

POLICIES FOR ADVERTISING

For our full policies, please visit:
agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin-policies

Only ads pertaining to the production of agricultural products
and related items are published. Ads are accepted for South
Carolina items, even if the seller lives out of state, provided
the item is in state at the time the ad is published and at the
time of sale.

Ads are published free of charge and in good faith. The Market
Bulletin reserves the right to edit and verify ads but assumes
no responsibility for their content.

Ads cannot be accepted from agents, dealers, or commercial
businesses, including real estate. Sealed bids, legal notices, or
consignment sales are not accepted.

SUBMITTING ADS

No matter the submission method, submissions must include
the advertiser’s name, complete address with zip code and
county, and phone number with area code. While we don't
publish the address, we need this information for our records.
Do not use all capital letters.

+ Online: Go to agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin. Select
“Submit Market Bulletin Ad” and complete the form. If you
include your email address, you will receive an automated
reminder for a renewal.

« Mail: SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC
29211. You must use 8.5 x 11 inch paper.

« Email: Send ads to marketbulletin(@scda.sc.gov. Put the
words “Market Bulletin ad” in the subject line.

« Fax: 803-734-0659

The deadline for submitting ads and notices is noon on
Tuesday of the week before the publication date.

NEXT AD DEADLINE
JULY 21 - 12:00 PM

South Carolina Department of Agriculture
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Reminder to Advertisers

Ads are due by noon (12 pm)

on the Tuesday after the latest

published issue. Any ads received
after the deadline will be

considered for a subsequent issue.

AQUACULTURE

STERILE GRASS CARP
$12/$18; Blgill & Shlckr, 65¢;
Rdbrst, 75¢; Ch Catfish, 65¢;
lrgmth Bass, $3; Tilapia $2.50
Clay Chappell

Richland

803-776-4923

BLUEGILL

50¢; Bass, $3; F1 Tiger Bass,
$3; Catfish, 1; Grass Carp,
$10; Minnows, $25

Derek Long

Newberry

803-944-3058

CATTLE

3 REG RED ANG BULLS
15-17 m/o, all sired by
Country Boy Farms
Cowboy Laken, $4000 ea
Greg Broome

Laurens

864-871-9647

2 YRLG BULLS

Y4 Char, % Blk Ang, from
reg stock, $2800 ea
Debbie Wade

Chester

803-385-8905

REG BLK ANG BULL
good b'line, reg# 21571090,
$3500

Larry Owens

Greenville

804-415-7192

JERSEY HEFRS

6 m/o, $1100; cow/hefr calf
pr, $3500; cow, $2250; all
cows exposed to Jersey bull
Robert Turner
Orangeburg

803-596-6463

2BLK ANG COWS

(2) 6 w/o calves, $5500; (11)
700-800 Ib calves, $4/1b, if
all taken

Dan Coward

Dillon

843-472-8122

REG BLK ANG BULLS
top 10, exc feet, low input,
docile, BSE, $8000+
Walter Shealy

Newberry

803-924-1000

REG BLK ANG FEMALES
low input, exc feet, utters,
cow/calf prs, open hefrs,
$6000+

Dixon Shealy

Newberry

706-590-0451

Not sure what an ad
abbreviation means?

View or download our
abbreviation key online

ggricultu re.sc.gov/
market-bulletin/abbreviations
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ABRREVIATION KEY

FARM EQUIPMENT

MF 231S TRACTOR

dsl, 42 hp, low hrs, good rubber,
canopy, well maint, $8ooo
Boyd Caldwell

Kershaw

803-438-3455

MF 230

dsl, PS, good tires, low hrs,
$6000

Gary Watson

Chester

803-519-0549

2 HAY TEDDERS

VGC, 2 head, PB, PTO,
buyers choice Kuhn or
Niemeyer, $1750

George Mccoy
Chesterfield
843-307-8866

INTL 1466

w/canopy and dual whis,
$16,000 obo

Joseph Henson

York

803-448-5287

SQ HAY LDR

for side of truck or trl,
$400; NH hay crusher,
$300, all cash; more
Randy Orr

Anderson

864-201-5666

'42 ACTRACTOR

EC, antiq, $4500 obo
Farha Ali

Greenwood

864-554-0041

NH BC5070 SQR BALER
VGC, photos avail, $8000,
call/text

Bill Shuler

Aiken

803-710-0445

ADS MAY NOT BE SUBMITTED BY COMMERCIAL DEALERS. A CURRENT FARM TAG ISSUED BY THE SCDMV IS REQUIRED ON ALL FARM VEHICLES.

'23JD 4044M TRACTOR
EC, 114 hrs, canopy, frt end
ldr, MFWD, hydro trans, 44
hp, $26,000

Charles Casey

Anderson

864-617-3656

JD HX14 ROTARY CUTTER
3ph, EC, $7000

Steve McAlhany
Orangeburg

803-682-3834

JD MAX EMERGE 6R PLNTR
w/row cleaners, $14,000;
JD 6500 spryr w/60' frt fold
booms, $24,000

Joe Phillips Jr

Lexington

803-600-2928

8N FORD TRACTOR
restored, $2750; 1r cult,
$225; 20-disc harrow, $1200;
6' scrape blade, $375; all 3ph
and obo

Otis Hembree

Spartanburg

804-316-1222

73" CARONI FLAIL MWR
GC, $2800

Thomas Padgett

Hampton

803-943-0374

12 RHINO TW84 ROTARY
CUTTER

GC, new blade, $1800
Stephen Gedosch
Greenville

864-982-4490

JD 630 MOCO

for hay, $18,000

Harroll Stockman
Newberry

803-924-7878

327 CORN PKR

2r, FR, $5000

Billy Carter

Dorchester

843-209-5969

16 EXISS STOCK TRL
GN, 20' deck, $18,795;
Kverneland PS403 sprdr, $795
Paul Brown Jr

Laurens

412-289-1904

9 N FORD TRACTOR
restored, GRC w/new alt &
battery, garage stored, $2500
Mell Patterson

Laurens

864-871-4588

MF 165 W/16.9 TIRES
PS, remote outlet, 5' bush
hog mwr, $5500

Mark Anderson
Spartanburg
804-504-9440

JD NO 8 SICKLE MWR
GC, $450

William Nash

Greenville

864-862-5684

5x7 HARDEE DUMP TRL
all metal, w/add-on ramp
grate, $500

Otto Williamson
Williamsburg
843-372-2692

1R BED MAKER
Tuffline, HD 4 disc, 3ph;
undercut bar, Woodward
Crossing, 1r, 3ph on tool
bar, $900 ea

David Long

Richland

803-609-7057

JD 4420 COMBINE

shed kept, $6000

Joe Whetsell

Dorchester

843-5603-1193

JD 4230

$18,000; ]D 3020, $15,000;
IHC 385, $5500

Ronnie Judy

Dorchester

843-701-0394
3TRACTORS

Ferg 40-H, more, $6000; '52
Ford 8N, more, $5000; Ford
850, EC, 5 spd, more, $4995
B Shumpert

Lexington

803-808-2505

KUBOTA M5040 TRACTOR
w/cab & frt end Idr, 2 wd,
1390 hrs, EC, $28,000
James Jackson

York

803-810-3757

JD 922F GRAIN HDR
FR, $8500

Drake Kinley
Anderson
864-353-9628

IH 1066

and CAT D7 17A, $16,000
ea; ]D 830D, $14,000; Cat
D4 7U, $8500

Ronald McGraw
Lancaster

980-255-8584
5'ROTARY TILLER

'22 Titan UL6o, nvr used,
under shed, VGC, $2200
Lora Baldwin

Lexington

803-318-5635

CASE IH 2022 COTTON PKR
John Blue module bldr and
Crust Buster boll buggy,
good shedded equip, $12,500
Randell Wilson

Abbeville

804-378-4924

JD 5115 M

wy/ldr, frt hyd, cab heat/air,
radio, fully loaded, LN, LT
700 hrs, $95,000

Ronny Wilson

Anderson

864-356-6959

JD702

8 whl V rake, $2600

Bobby Page

Spartanburg

864-494-2501

5 BHB GROOMING MWR
antiq/vintage '60-64, cuts
well, $200

Robert White

Spartanburg

804-457-2293

7'W AERATOR

$900; 200-gal spray tank,
$2250; hay spear, $200; more
Jim Quattlebaum

Aiken

803-687-0267

3PT SCOOP PAN

$125

Charles Nichols

Saluda

804-992-9292
LANDPRIDE FINISHING
MWR

5, EC, 3 y/o, $2000

Robert Garlock
Dorchester

843-729-5239

HOWSE 5 BUSH HOG
used 5 hrs, under shed, $750
Dennis Williams
Lexington

803-794-9900

16' PONDEROSA GN
STOCK TRL

center gate, good floor, new
10 ply tires, bill of sale, $3800
Robert Hurley

Laurens

864-981-5352

BH 700 DISC MWR
non-working discs, other
parts work fine, new blades,
other parts incl, $525 obo
Sam Rikard

Lexington

803-892-2630

JD 2010 TRACTOR
w/canopy, new rear tires,
w/2r cult & plntrs, in GC,
$7500

Jimmy Wilson

Anderson

804-923-2348

RHINO 2160 BOOM MWR
in GC, $9500

Jeffrey Gilmore
Chesterfield

843-517-0315

8 DISC HARROW

VGUC, $1500

Joey McLaine

Colleton

843-898-33206

'25 NH TRACTOR

60 hp, 39 hrs, $26,500

Al Harlan

Spartanburg

864-316-9636

FARM LABOR

HOGS / PIGS

DOZER/TRACKHOE WORK
land clearing, ditching,
ponds, roads, trackhoe,
bush hog, bldg pads

Fred Morris

Florence

843-621-8647

EXCAVATOR WORK
digging, stump removal,
brush clearing, cleaning
around fields and fences
Jason Nichols

Saluda

864-992-2753
HERBICIDE/PESTICIDE
APPLS

by ground or UAV Ag,
forestry and aquatic
Joel Cox

Spartanburg
864-706-1495

MARKET BULLETIN

LIME SPREADING
specialize in TN valley lime,
call for prices

Drake Kinley

Anderson

864-353-9628

NEED INDIVIDUALS

to prune vineyard, must
have own equip and pole
trimmers

Ryan Anderson
Greenville

804-234-2918

TREE LIMB TRIMMING
for roads, fence lines,

field edges, up to 26', local
counties

Damon Archie

Chester

803-517-7436

BEAVER TRAPPING
and exclusion, Aiken Co
and surrounding area

Joe Leonard

Aiken

803-507-4940
FORESTRY MULCHING
clearing/dozer/Deere work,
pond maint, bldg pads,
demo, etc

Phillip Hutchins
Lexington

803-422-1329

FORESTRY MULCHING
land clearing, wildlife
mgmt, ditches, grading,
pond digging

Jay Lowder

Clarendon

803-473-0646

NOTICES ARE ACCEPTED FOR AGRICULTURAL WORK ONLY AND NOT FOR HOUSEWORK, NURSING, OR COMPANIONSHIP NEEDS.

DOZER/TRACKHOE WORK
build and repair ponds,
demo, tree removal, land
clearing, roads, free est
James Hughes

Greenwood

864-227-8257

LIGHT TRACTOR WORK
incl bush hogging, discing,
cut up & removal of downed
trees, light landscaping
John Tanner

Lexington

803-422-4714

FARM AND EQUIP
REPAIR SERVICE

serving the surrounding areas
Bradley Moore

Newberry

803-924-4931

EXCAVATOR

tractor work, clearing,
grading, irrigation,
drainage, brush cutting,
driveways, fire break, demo
Derek Drafts

Saluda

803-429-3201

YORKSHIRE CROSS
breeding pr, both calm,
sow breed for 4™ litter due
in fall, 10 piglet litter avg,
$600 ea

Isabelle Owens

Aiken

803-360-7327

FB DUROSC PIGS

3 gilts, 1 barrow, 5 m/o,
$250; 4 gilts, 1 barrow, 32
m/o, $200

L M Carter

Colleton

843-599-9408
YORKSHIRE/
HAMPSHIRE PIGS
barbecue size, $150 ea
Robert Turner
Orangeburg
803-596-6463
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FARM LAND

FRESH PRODUCE

FARM LAND MUST BE OFFERED FOR SALE BY THE OWNER, NOT AN AGENT. TRACTS MUST BE AT LEAST 5 ACRES UNDER
CULTIVATION, TIMBER, OR PASTURE. OUT-OF-STATE OWNERS—NOT REAL ESTATE AGENTS—MAY SUBMIT ADS FOR LAND IN SC.

17+/-A OF CB

Ware Place area, land
locked for $45,000/A
Stephen Gedosch
Greenville

864-982-4490

WANT LAND

to buy in Lex Co

Elmer Fuller

Lexington

803-629-0416

WANT LAND FOR LEASE
w/in 50 mi of Lex for Deer
hunting, 3-4 resp hunters
Bob Padowicz

Lexington

803-206-5993

WANT LAND TO LEASE
for hunting, turkey and/or
deer, w/equip for repair and
help w/other needs

Ray Sealey

Darlington

843-409-1717

30A MCCORMICK CO
for hunting lease, tax map
#137-00-00-013, powerline
thru property, easy walkability
Tim McSwain

Richland

803-553-8261

30A TIMBER/PASTURED
w/road frtage, 18 and 12A
tracts, on Dorn Rd, Troy,
$250,000

Farha Ali

Greenwood

804-554-0041

62.7 ALEXINGTON CO
wooded, 2 creeks, big
timber, exc hunting, pond/
home sites, $4800/A
Bobby Livingston
Richland

803-518-8702

PRODUCE MUST BE RAW AND NON-PROCESSED. RAW MILK, BUTTER, AND CHEESE PRODUCTS MUST BE PERMITTED
BY SCDA. A COPY OF THE MILK PERMIT MUST BE PROVIDED WITH THE AD. AN EGG LICENSE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR

CHICKEN EGGS
farm fresh, $3/dz
Ron Handley
Georgetown
843-896-0829
JUMBO QUAIL
chicken eggs, $3-4/dz
Brian Motley
Kershaw
803-315-7598
CHICKEN EGGS
$3/dz or $5/2 dz
Barbara Lyles
Lexington
803-360-0114

ON-FARM POINTS OF SALE.

FRESH BLUEBERRIES
$15/gal bag

Darnell Miller

Aiken

803-507-1926

EGGS

chicken, $3/dz; duck, $5/dz
Joe Culbertson
Greenwood
804-229-5254

FRESH EGGS

chicken & quail, $2.50/dz
Derek Drafts

Saluda

803-429-3201

FRESH BROWN EGGS
$3/dz; jumbo quail eggs,
$4.50/15 count

Leland Davis

Clarendon
803-468-6963

GARDEN

GOATS / LLAMAS / SHEEP

ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM
COMMERCIAL NURSERIES, WHICH
HAVE ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.

BLUEBERRY PLANTS
3/$20; Figs, Pomegranate,
Elderberry plants, $20;
grapevines, $10; Mulberry
trees, $30

Freeman Noles

Barnwell

803-383-40006

GOATS

$100/billy, $125/nanny
Beverly Willimon
Pickens

8604-607-0478
SAVANNA BUCKLING
& doelings & does, high % &
full, $150-250

Bobby Page
Spartanburg
864-494-2501

ADGA ND DOES

1y/o, $300

Ron Handley

Georgetown

843-896-0829

NUBIAN ND NANNIES
good milk producers, 10-19
wj/o, $100 ea, disc for more
Robert Smith

Calhoun

803-707-3309

KATAHDIN SHEEP
ewes and rams, B-'26,
gentle, hand raised, vac,
wormed, $225+

Tammy Hodge

Sumter

803-983-5041

(2) ND PYGMY MIX
GOATS

both 1 m/o, nanny, $250;
billy, $150

Rickey Mackey

Colleton

843-709-3677

7 SAVANNA BILLY

3 y/o, selling to prevent
inbreeding, $350; V2
Savanna billy, 1 y/o, $175
Dale Smith

Lexington

803-606-9131

HAY & GRAIN

'26 HQ COASTAL
net wrap rnd, shed stored,
$80/bale

David Fulmer
Orangeburg
803-917-0467

'26 OAT STRAW
4000 bales, $7
Victor Smith
Berkeley
843-688-5353

DEER CORN
cob, $7/bag
Drake Kinley
Anderson
864-353-9628

SQ FESCUE

barn kept, $7 ea; sq mixed
grass, $5 ea; both NR
Jerry Butler

Laurens

804-697-6343

26 4x5 RND CB

HQ, lime and fert, $70/bale
Jason Williams

Lexington

803-917-5431

4x5 HAY/STRAW MULCH
net wrap, 150 bales avail, $20 ea
Richard Knight

Kershaw

803-427-6440

26 HQ SQ CB

shed kept, $9, del avail for
addl fee

Nathan Oswald

Lexington

803-317-3090

SHELLED CORN

$40, your 55-gal drum
Adam Anderson

Newberry

803-924-8466

4x5 FESCUE

NR, shed kept, $75

Otis Hembree
Spartanburg

804-316-1222

HQSQCB

no litter used, $8; rnd, $60/
field, $40/CQ, $35/10+
George Mccoy
Chesterfield

843-307-88606

DEER COB CORN

in totes, weighing 600 Ibs,
$100 ea

Joseph Henson

York

803-448-5287

'26 4x5 RND CB

net wrap, HQ, shed kept,
$80; HQ, field kept, $70;
CQ, $60/roll, del w/fee
Tyler Sanderlin

Barnwell

803-709-2626

'25 HQ 4x5 RND CB

net wrap, limed, fert, NR,
stored outside on indiv
pallets, $60 ea

Eddie West

Aiken

803-507-8205

'26 COASTAL

limed & fert, shed kept, HQ,
$75/bale; CQ, $65/bale; sq,
$9/bale, del avail

Eddie Phillips

Sumter

803-486-0081

'25HQCB

shed kept, $50; CQ, 4 rolls
for $100

Bobby Zimmerman
Lexington

803-317-8681

FESCUE AND RYE
GRASS MIX

'25 & 26, HQ, 4xs5, string
wrap, net wrap, barn stored,
no weeds, $50/bale

Terry Blakely

Greenville

864-483-1920

'26 WHEAT/RYEGRASS
net wrap, $50; 25 mixed grass
hay, $40; grass straw mix, for
mulch, $25 ea; both 4xs5
Charles Nichols

Saluda

864-992-9292

'254x5 RND HQ CB
limed/fert, 2" and 3™ cuts,
$50 ea, del/fee

Dale Blackmon

Lancaster

803-577-9008

'25 CQ COASTAL

4x5 twine, shed stored, $40;
w/rain, $25

Michael F Hallman
Lexington

803-657-5526

'26 4x5 RND CQ CB
outside, some on pallets,
$50 ea

Anthony Carroll
Anderson

8064-314-2111

'26 4x5 RND CB

net wrap, under shed, well
fert, $75

Hugh Knight
Orangeburg
803-539-46074

26 4x5 RND CB

string, lime, fert, 1st cut,
shed kept, HQ $70/bale,
CQ $60/bale

Ted Zee

Lexington

803-269-9152

4x5 OAT/RYEGRASS
MIXED

net wrap, shed kept, 14
bales, $55 ea

Sam Rikard

Lexington
803-892-2030

TIFTON 44 BERMUDA
GRASS

baled 9/'25, HQ sq, $8 ea
Thomas Thain
Lexington
803-920-7023

50 LRG BALES OF
BERMUDA

no weeds, $50/bale
James Bullock
Lexington
803-429-3234

FEED OATS

$4/bu

Jim Harwell

Florence

843-621-0250

MISCELLANEOUS

2 REAR TRACTOR TIRES
w/rims, 14.9-24, HD 8 lug,
GC, $200 ea

David Wannamaker
Calhoun

803-682-2117

AERO MOTOR ANTIQ
WINDMILL

down, bottom legs bent,
$1500

Robert Grant

York

803-324-0104

2 SUGAR MILL ROLLERS
GUC, $1050

James Linder

Colleton

843-908-3193

RING NECKED DOVES
wht, $40 ea

Junior Hammonds
Anderson

864-581-9963

3 HAY RINGS

$200 ea, please text/call
Julia Shill

Dorchester

843-312-3471

WORM CASTINGS FERT
100% organic, Certified SC,
no fillers, 30 1b bags, $20/
bag, $120/10 bags
Maryann Little

Lexington

803-530-9219

GAME BIRD PEN

6 stall w/trough, older, $100
David Long

Richland

803-609-7057

4' TUBE GATE

$45; 7'x3%4" chain, hook on
one end, $25

Russell Goings

Union

8064-426-2309

Delivery issues with your SC Market Bulletin?

LRG FARM BELL

old in good orig cond, $200
Joe Culbertson

Greenwood

804-229-5254

PLASTIC NURSERY POTS
mostly new, 5 gal, $4 ea;
trade gal, 6" rnd, $1 ea
Carol Elliott

Richland

803-261-1666

POLY HDR DIVIDER SNOUTS
JD 600 or 900, 2 sets,
$400/set

Jeffrey Gilmore

Chesterfield

843-517-0315

5 HP ELEC MOTOR

new, bought for grain auger,
nvr used, $750

Charles Nichols

Saluda

864-992-9292

LUMBER

6"x10' Wht Oak, air dried
16 mos, $3/bdft; 12"x8' Red
Oak, $2/bdft; cut to your
req thickness

Boyd Caldwell

Kershaw

803-438-3455

GAS IRRIG/TRASH PUMP
pipe and fittings, needs
tune up, $225; oil and skid
tanks, $225 ea

Randy Orr

Anderson

864-201-5666

PURPLE MARTIN
GOURD POLES

winches up/down, $390-
500; gourds, $4.75 ea
Stacy Shealy

Lexington

803-727-7535

5" ALUM MAIN LINE PIPE
45 pc of 30" sections, few
shorter ones, 6 fittings at
45° angle, $4500

Brenda Dorrell
Williamsburg

843-372-8829

24" CENTRIFUGAL FAN
for grain bin, 7.5 hp, 3 phase,
240 voltage, VGC, used
little, photo avail, $1750 cash
Ronald Townsend
Anderson

804-958-0317

HDWD LUMBER

incl Hickory, boards
1"x12"%8'L, $4/bdft, 300 bdft
min/del, will custom cut for
Irg dels

Ryan Anderson

Greenville

864-234-2918

WHT OAK TRL FLRNG
8'-21'L, 1",1V2" & 2" thick x
6", 8", 10"W, $2/bdft

Lecil Hembree
Spartanburg

864-316-1222

55-GAL FG DRUMS

metal and plastic open top
w/top and rings, $20+; solid
top 55 gal, $20 ea; more
Philip Poole

Union

804-427-1589

Contact the U.S. Postal Service at usps.com/help/contact-us.htm or 1-800-275-8777.

South Carolina Department of Agriculture


http://usps.com/help/contact-us.htm

POULTRY

MALLARDS DUCKS

$5+; Mandarin drakes, $60
ea; Ringed teal ducks, $120/pr
Shane Sease

Bamberg

803-824-9124

BOBWHITE QUAIL CHICKS
H-6/29, $2 ea

Edwin Havird

Newberry

803-947-8038

CHICKENS

3 m/o egg layers, chicks &
rooster, 3+ m/o, $5+

Tanner Werts

Lexington

803-917-0416

SEX-LINK PULLETS,
Jumbo Coturnix Quail
chicks, $2-5 ea

Brian Motley

Kershaw

803-315-7598

BOB WHT QUAIL EGGS
for hatching, $10/dz, $75/100;
Bob Wht quail chicks, $3 ea
Dwight Gilliland

Saluda

864-941-0958

BOBWHT QUAIL CHICKS
$3.50+; Peachicks, $75+
Ernie Redmond
Orangeburg

803-535-8038

STD BRONZE TURKEY
POULTS

(Heritage), $25 ea; Toulouse
goslings, $50 ea; txt before
calling

Louise Pollans

Orangeburg

803-200-4287

25 RUNT PIGEONS

squab making, $275;
Narragansett tom turkey, $100
Thomas Waters

Colleton

843-696-6627

HENS AND ROOS

French Blk Copper Marans,
$15/hens, $10/r00, hens will
be laying soon

Barbara Lyles

Lexington

803-360-0114

BOB WHT QUAIL

flight and weather cond,

$5 ea

John Reed

Sumter

803-464-5757

JUMBO COTURNIX
QUAIL CHICKS
$2-4 ea; Guinea keets,
$6-10 ea

Caroline Carter
Bamberg
803-971-2520
GROWN GUINEAS
$20 ea; yng, $7+; Cochin
bantams, $10+

Philip Poole

Union

864-427-1589

PLANTS & FLOWERS

RABBITS

ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM COMMERCIAL NURSERIES, WHICH HAVE
ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.

MONKEY GRASS

aka Liriope, Hosta, $4 ea; Iris,
Daylily, $5 ea; Hydrangea,
Gardenia, $10 ea

Woody Ellenburg

Pickens

864-855-25065

GREEN GIANT

1 and 3 gal, $7.50-10; Hosta,
yellow pond Iris, $5-10
Suzanne Capps

Anderson

864-314-3714

3-GAL AZALEAS

$10; Gardenia, Boxwoods,
$7; Lemon Grass, Tea
Olives, $8; Crepe Myrtles,
Hydrangeas, $20
Freeman Noles

Barnwell

803-383-40606

FB NZ BREEDING TRIO
2 does ready for 1
breeding, B-11/'25; buck,
B-10/25, $60

Jimmy Lucas

Lexington

803-200-9348

FLEMISH GIANT

9 w/o, blue-gray color, $50
ea, call/text

Kezia Hedges

Aiken

839-290-0868

REX

all colors, yng, $15-20 ea;
grown bucks, $20 ea; does,
$25 ea

Philip Poole

Union

8064-427-1589

FLEMISH GIANT
Cottontail, Holland lops,
NZ Wht, Lionhead, $25-35 ea
Joe Culbertson
Greenwood

864-229-5254

8 NL DWARF CROSS

8 w/o, $12 ea or $80 for all
Justin Clamp

Saluda

8064-554-3023

WANT-FARM

EQUIPMENT

WANT-MISCELLANEOUS

JD 3020-4020

dsl; JD 158/1dr

Ronnie Judy
Dorchester
843-701-6394

8-10" FIELD CULT
older model for garden
Otto Williamson
Williamsburg
843-372-2692

3PH ROTOTILLER

6'or 7', in GC

Randy Orr

Anderson

864-201-56606

100 HP POWER TRACTOR
in GC w/cab and AC

John Yoder

Aiken

803-221-1560

BACKHOE ATTACH
for Gravely 2 whl tractor,
any cond, text is ok
George Long
Richland
803-920-3883
TRACTOR TIRE
11.2x36

Debbie Wade
Chester
803-385-89065

LRG BENCH VISE
call/text

Brian Rikard

Oconee

7006-491-1111

USED GRNHS STRUCTURES
equip, etc, will disassemble
and haul off

Marion Bledsoe

Edgefield

803-334-8071

PULPWOOD SAW TIMBER

hdwd pine, all types of
thinning or clear cut,
Upstate cos

Tim Morgan
Greenville
864-420-0251

DUCKS

Wood, Mandarin, Pintail,
Ringed Teal, $25-45; mixed
hens and roos, $8 ea;
Bantams, more, $7 ea

Joe Culbertson
Greenwood
804-229-5254

BROWN EGG LAYERS
$10 ea, bring carrier/cage
Mike Buck

Saluda

804-445-7399

Did You
Know?

The SC Market
Bulletin is
available

online without

a subscription.

Sign up for
our email
notification!
Visit
agriculture.
sc.gov/

market-bulletin

SECRETARY ROLLINS ANNOUNCES PROGRAM TO SUPPORT
SMALL- AND MID-SIZE BEEF PROCESSORS

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins
announced the Strengthening Processing for

U.S. Ranchers (SPUR) Program that will provide
temporary support for eligible beef processing
establishments. Under SPUR, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture will provide up to $500 million in
payments to eligible entities to support stronger
and more stable market opportunities for American
ranchers.

“America’s ranchers deserve a strong, competitive
marketplace that rewards their hard work and
preserves opportunity for generations to come,”
said Secretary Brooke L. Rollins. “Today, historically
tight cattle supplies, the Biden administration’s
anti-cattle focus, consolidation in and foreign
ownership of meat packing and the reemergence of
New World Screwworm have created extraordinary
market conditions that are placing significant
pressure on our independent and regional

beef processors. Through the Strengthening
Processing for U.S. Ranchers (SPUR) Program,
USDA is taking targeted action to preserve the
independent processing capacity that ranchers rely
on, strengthen competition across the American
beef supply chain, and support rural communities
across the country. This is another important step
in our Plan to Fortify the American Beef Industry
by strengthening domestically owned processing
capacity and ensuring America’s cattle producers
continue to have strong market opportunities and

MARKET BULLETIN
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meet America’s historically high beef demand. As
we Make America Healthy Again, we are working
to ensure American families have continued access
to nutritious, high-quality American beef while
promoting greater competition, a more resilient
food supply chain, and long-term affordability at
the grocery store.”

“Small and mid-size beef processors are essential to
maintain the diversity of America’s food system,”
said Under Secretary for Food Safety Mindy
Brashears. “Supporting this processing capacity
helps preserve market options for our United States
ranchers, strengthens regional supply chains and
ensures American families continue to have access
to safe, high-quality beef produced here at home.”

“Competitive supply chains help ensure American
ranchers have reliable markets for their cattle,”

said Under Secretary for Farm Production and
Conservation Richard Fordyce. “Through the SPUR
Program, USDA is bolstering market opportunities
for ranchers and supporting a resilient beef
industry.”

These payments are authorized under the
Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
are administered by the Farm Service Agency
(FSA). Payments are intended to provide financial
support to eligible beef processors who have faced
increased costs of acquiring cattle for processing

due to the abnormally low number of cattle

being raised in the U.S at this time and other
conditions currently impacting the cattle market.
Additional information, including applications,
will be provided to eligible entities using contact
information that is currently on file with the USDA
Food Safety and Inspection Service.

Entities eligible to receive funding under SPUR
must be beef processing establishments under
Federal inspection, as well as beef processing
establishments inspected under the Talmadge-
Aiken Cooperative Inspection Program and the
Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program (CIS).
Further, eligible entities must be U.S. owned and
cannot be nationally dominant in beef processing
(or owned by an entity that is). For purposes of
SPUR, nationally dominant will be defined as an
entity holding a market share greater than or equal
to the entity holding the fourth-largest share of the
beef processing market.

For decades, the beef processing industry in the
U.S. has been heavily concentrated and today just
four companies control nearly 85% of the beef
processing market, including two foreign owned
companies. Ensuring domestic processors can
continue operating during this period where the
U.S. cattle herd is at a 75-year low is critical to
national security and will ensure a strong supply
chain once the herd is rebuilt.


https://agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin/

SECRETARY ROLLINS ANNOUNCES $500 MILLION FOR FERTILIZER
INVESTMENT & EXPANSION PROGRAM TO STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S
FERTILIZER SUPPLY CHAIN

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins
announced the launch of the $500 million Fertilizer
Investment & Expansion for Long-Term Domestic
Supply (FIELDS) Program, a new initiative
administered through USDA Rural Development to
expand domestic fertilizer manufacturing, strengthen
America’s fertilizer supply chain, and improve
long-term affordability for American farmers.

Utilizing the authorities of the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), USDA will make $500 million
available through the FIELDS Program to support
construction and expansion of domestic fertilizer
production facilities. The program prioritizes
shovel-ready, financially viable projects capable of
increasing production of critical crop nutrients.

"For decades, American farmers were forced to rely
on unstable foreign suppliers for one of the most
important inputs needed to feed our nation. Today
we are announcing a plan to end this consolidation
and bring competition back to the American
fertilizer industry," said Secretary Brooke L.
Rollins."Under President Trump's leadership, USDA
is rebuilding America's fertilizer manufacturing
base, strengthening supply chains, and ensuring
our producers have reliable and affordable access
to the fertilizer they need to remain competitive.
The previous administration chose to prioritize
their radical climate agenda when searching for
fertilizer projects, and as result let this problem
exacerbate by not getting shovels in the ground
and only building 6% of their stated goal. The
Trump Administration’s FIELDS program is solely
focused on producing fertilizer leading to lower
costs for American farmers and consumers, as well
as restoring a critical supply chain for our country.
Farm security is national security.”

“American natural resource extraction is the safest
and most environmentally friendly in the world. It
makes zero sense to import fertilizer from foreign

competitors when we can make it right here

while fueling our economy and protecting human

BY USDA

health and the environment,” said Environmental
Protection Agency Administrator Lee Zeldin. “This
is an obvious win-win for Americans farmers,
families, and businesses. The Trump EPA stands
ready to help rebuild this vital arm of American
manufacturing while ensuring each facility adheres
to the strict environmental standards required by law.”

“President Trump's promise to restore
commonsense to America's energy and climate
policy continues to deliver. While past leaders
harmed America’s agriculture industry with
anti-hydrocarbon policies that drove up the cost of
our food, the Trump administration will continue
to take actions across the federal government to
make fertilizer more accessible and affordable,” said
Secretary of Energy Chris Wright. “I'm proud to be
working hand-in-hand with Secretary Rollins on
these important initiatives."

FIELDS builds upon USDA’s review of more than
120 fertilizer projects inherited from the previous
Administration. The Department worked alongside
project developers, lenders, farmers, and federal
partners to identify barriers to construction and
financing, using those lessons to develop a program
focused on implementation-ready projects capable
of delivering measurable production increases.

Administered by USDA Rural Development’s Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, the program will
support projects that expand domestic production
of nitrogen, phosphate, potash, sulfur, and other
critical crop nutrients, strengthen competition,
improve supply chain resilience, and increase
fertilizer availability for American farmers.

Unlike previous fertilizer funding efforts, FIELDS
emphasizes project readiness, financial strength,
realistic construction timelines, and measurable
production outcomes.

The FIELDS Program complements the
Administration’s broader fertilizer strategy to
lower input costs and strengthen domestic
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production. In recent months, President Trump
suspended countervailing duties on phosphate
fertilizer imports to improve fertilizer availability
and lower costs for farmers, designated phosphate
and potash as Critical Minerals, established a
USDA-Department of Justice Memorandum

of Understanding to address anti-competitive
practices affecting agricultural input markets,
improved fertilizer transportation flexibility
during supply disruptions, and created USDA’s
first dedicated Agricultural Economist focused on
fertilizer markets and crop inputs.

The FIELDS Program is designed to support
projects that are:

e Made in America

« Independent and Competitive

 Farmer Focused

 Innovative

e Energy Dominant and Secure
Capable of Delivering Measurable Production
Increases

“Food security is national security,” Rollins added.
“A strong domestic fertilizer industry is essential
to a strong agricultural economy. This investment
will help ensure American farmers have access

to a secure, reliable, and domestically produced
fertilizer supply for generations to come.”

Individual awards will range from $15 million to
$150 million, with funding focused on projects
that strengthen domestic fertilizer manufacturing
and deliver meaningful benefits to American
agriculture.

Applications must be submitted electronically
through Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. on August 15th,
2026. Additional information, including eligibility
requirements and application materials, is available
through USDA Rural Development at rd.usda.gov

and on Grants.gov.
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HELPING ETHIOPIAN FARMERS BRINGS
NEW IDEAS HOME TO SOUTH CAROLINA

BY DENISE ATTAWAY, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

When Shannon Alford traveled to Ethiopia to help
establish a regional soil-testing laboratory, she
expected to share Clemson University’s expertise.
She returned with new knowledge that could
strengthen services for South Carolina farmers.

Alford, director of the Clemson Regulatory
Agricultural Service Laboratory, joined scientists
from Ohio State University, Auburn University, and
private industry to install laboratory equipment
and train technicians at a new soil-testing
laboratory in Woliso, Ethiopia.

The project is part of a broader effort led by the
Bethel Agricultural Association in the U.S. and the
Bethel Environmental and Agricultural Association
in Ethiopia to develop an agricultural teaching and
training center.

BENEFITING SOUTH CAROLINA
FARMERS

The experience gave Alford firsthand exposure

to emerging technologies and new approaches

to farmer outreach that could enhance services
offered at Clemson. Some new outreach ideas
include establishing a soil clinic at the laboratory
to demonstrate testing services and holding
workshops during field days at the Clemson
Research and Education Centers to give farmers
opportunities to learn about what crops grow well
in their soil type and climate.

Another idea is to have speakers at workshops who
speak the farmers’ native language.

“Any time we have an opportunity to learn new
ways of serving agricultural communities, we bring
that knowledge back to South Carolina,” Alford said.

While working in Ethiopia, Alford gained
experience using a microwave-plasma atomic
emission spectrometer, a tool for determining
macronutrients and micronutrients in soil and
other agricultural samples. This tool is fueled by
nitrogen. The current tool used in the Clemson lab
is fueled by argon gas. Because nitrogen is more
readily available, the technology could provide
greater operational flexibility during compressed
gas shortages.

Beyond the technology, Alford said the project
reinforced the importance of connecting scientific
information with the farmers who rely on it.

“l gained a renewed appreciation for and desire to
communicate well regarding services the Clemson
Ag Service Lab provides, and the breadth of services
and information Clemson PSA makes available to
the South Carolina agriculture community,” she said.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

Although Ethiopia has a national soil laboratory in
Addis Ababa, many soil samples are still sent abroad
for analysis. The new regional laboratory will expand
access to testing while supporting the long-term
goal of improving agricultural productivity and
environmental stewardship across Africa.

“We have been told our laboratory will be a game
changer for Ethiopia and I believe that is accurate,”
said Warren Dick, emeritus professor of soil, crop
and environmental sciences at Ohio State and
director of the Bethel Agricultural Association.
“Currently, many farmers are farming blindly
because they do not know the pH (acid level) of
their soils, nor the fertility status of their soils.
Having access to reliable soil testing will help
farmers make better decisions about where to
invest their resources and improve their returns.”

Since returning to Clemson, Alford has continued
supporting the project remotely while reflecting on
the value of international collaboration.

“Language and other barriers do not affect our
ability to work together successfully,” Alford said.
“Working alongside the team of Americans and
Ethiopians is genuinely a joy, honor, and privilege.”

The project also reflects the University’s
commitment to addressing global challenges
through collaborative research and outreach. Jagger
Harvey, director of the Clemson University Global
Research Initiative, said this work is an excellent
example of the initiative in action.

“By sharing Clemson’s expertise with partners

in Ethiopia, we are helping address agricultural
challenges that have global significance while
creating opportunities for collaboration,
innovation and learning that benefit communities
both abroad and here in South Carolina,” Harvey said.

USDA LAUNCHES NEW ONLINE SCHEDULING TOOL
PRODUCERS CAN SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS THROUGH FSA’S DIGITAL PLATFORM

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is putting
farmers first by offering them a new option to
schedule appointments online with their local
Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. Following a
successful pilot program, FSA is now using a digital
appointment platform across the agency to allow
producers to make farm program or farm loan
appointments online at their convenience.

“Farmers and ranchers work around the clock
and should be able to schedule appointments
with their local offices at their convenience,” said
FSA Administrator Bill Beam. “This new online
scheduling option gives producers another way to
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connect with their local FSA office to access the
programs and services they depend on. It’s one more
step in our commitment to putting farmers first.”

Producers can schedule appointments through FSA’s
digital platform, Microsoft Bookings, using a mobile
device, tablet, laptop or desktop computer. To assist
producers in finding their local FSA office to make
an appointment, FSA has also launched a new FSA
County Office locator that is searchable by state and
by county. Each county office contact page has a
unique link for producers to make an appointment
online and shows contact information for the local
FSA office and the farm loan team. Appointments

may be in-person or virtual with the local FSA
office depending on producer preference.

Producers can conveniently schedule appointments
for a variety of services with both farm program
and farm loan staff. The Bookings-based system
will automatically send a confirmation email to the
producer along with reminder emails for upcoming
appointments. Producers still have the option to
call or visit their local FSA office in person to make
an appointment.

For more information, producers can contact their
local FSA office.



SOUTH CAROLINA STATE FAIR OPENS ENTRIES
FOR 2026 COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS

BY SC STATE FAIR

« Pro Kitchen Rooted in Tradition Bread
Contest: Celebrating family recipes and baking
traditions, this contest invites participants
to share breads that have been passed down
through generations, along with the stories that
make them special.

Participants are invited to enter a cherished
plant and share the story behind its history and
significance.

From handmade quilts and photography to
homegrown produce, baking and fine arts, the
South Carolina State Fair invites exhibitors

of all ages and experience levels to share their
talents, traditions, and creativity through its 2026
competitive exhibits program. Registration is now
open and runs through Sept. 1. The 2026 South

o America 250 Seed Articulture Contest: In
honor of America’s 250" anniversary, artists of
all ages are invited to create original patriotic

Carolina State Fair will be held Oct. 15-25.

With hundreds of competitive
exhibit categories ranging from
agriculture and livestock to fine
arts, flowers, food, crafts, and youth
competitions, the program offers
opportunities for South Carolinians
of all ages and experience levels to
participate. More than $300,000

in premiums will be awarded to
winning exhibitors, recognizing
excellence across a wide range of
talents and traditions.

“Competitive exhibits tell the story
of South Carolina and are at the
heart of the fair experience,” said
Nancy Smith, general manager of
the S.C. State Fair. “Whether it’s a
family recipe, a handcrafted quilt
or a piece of artwork, every entry represents the
passion and pride of our communities. We look
forward to celebrating those stories with fairgoers
from across the state this October.”

Inspired by this year’s fair theme, “Rooted in Fun,”
the 2026 competitive exhibits program features
several new contests that celebrate the traditions,
creativity and agricultural heritage that connect
generations of South Carolinians. The fair is also
commemorating America’s 250th anniversary with
patriotic-themed competitions designed to inspire
creativity and state pride. New competitions
debuting this year include:

 These Old Roots Plant Contest: Celebrating

plants passed down through generations,
friendships and meaningful relationships.
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artwork using seeds as the primary medium,

inspired by the history, spirit, and symbols of

the United States.

« Wild & Wonderful Roots Contest: A
lighthearted competition showcasing nature’s

most unusual roots, from oddly shaped
vegetables to twisted tree roots and other
underground surprises.

« King Arthur Flour Best Carrot Cupcake
Contest: Bakers are invited to put a creative spin

on a classic root-based dessert as part of this

)«

year’s “Rooted in Fun” fair theme.

can showcase their culinary creativity by

transforming root vegetables into delicious and

innovative appetizers.
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SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL TAX EXEMPTION

CORNER

To claim agriculture sales tax exemptions
in South Carolina, you must have

a South Carolina Agricultural Tax
Exemption (SCATE) card.

Farmers who participate in the
agriculture industry for business purposes
and purchase eligible products in South
Carolina are eligible for a SCATE card.

Before applying and making any

purchases, please review the most current

FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS

SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL TAX EXEMPTION

South Caroling

Who is eligible for a SCATE card?

Farmers who participate in the agriculture industry for business
purposes and purchase eligible products in South Carolina are
eligible for a SCATE card.

State law does not require producers to generate a certain level
of income from agriculture or minimum acreage to qualify for
SCATE sales tax exemptions.

A hobby farmer who does not participate in the agriculture
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Tasty Roots Appetizer Contest: Home cooks

DEPARTMENTOFAGRICULTURE

o Patriotic Pumpkin Decorating Contest:
Participants are encouraged to
transform pumpkins into red,
white and blue creations honoring
America’s 250th anniversary.

To enter the 2026 competitive
exhibits, participants can visit
scstatefair.org/competitions and
find detailed instructions on how
to submit their entries, along with
a comprehensive list of categories
available for participation.

S.C. State Fair logo shirts are

now available at scstatefair.org/
onlinestore and every purchase
supports more than fair pride. All
proceeds benefit the Ride of Your
Life Scholarship program, which
has awarded scholarships to South
Carolina students since 1997. To learn more about
the program, visit scstatefair.org/scholarships.

ABOUT THE SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE FAIR

The South Carolina State Fair, a self-supporting
501(c)3 nonprofit organization, was organized in
18609 and is dedicated to preserving and promoting
South Carolina’s agricultural roots while
supporting statewide education. In addition to the
annual South Carolina State Fair held each fall, the
charitable organization manages annual football
parking and is a popular event venue. The South
Carolina State Fair has awarded nearly $6.5 million
in scholarships since 1997.

More information can be found at SCStateFair.org.

Have you read our
2026 Grown in SC
magazine yet?

Read it online at agriculture.sc.qov/
magazine or grab a printed copy at
upcoming SCDA events this year.

industry for business purposes is not eligible for the agriculture
sales tax exemptions, nor would a hobby farmer quality for a
SCATE card.

SC Department of Revenue Ruling
regarding eligible and taxable items. It is
linked from dor.sc.gov/farmers.
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Apply, renew, verify, and learn more at For all eligibility, exemption, tax, or retailer questions relating

scatecard.com
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