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CLEMSON WATERMELON FIELD DAY
TO HIGHLIGHT BREAKTHROUGHS
IN FIGHT AGAINST FUSARIUM WILT

BY DENISE ATTAWAY, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

Clemson University scientists are closing in on

a breakthrough that could provide watermelon
growers with a powerful new tool against one of
the crop’s most destructive diseases.

During the 2026 Clemson University Watermelon
Field Day, Sandra Branham, a Clemson vegetable
breeder, will share updates on promising new
breeding lines designed to provide resistance

to Fusarium wilt, with new varieties potentially
available within the near future.

Growers, researchers, Clemson Cooperative
Extension Service specialists and industry partners
will learn about the latest developments in
watermelon production and research.

In addition to updates on Fusarium wilt research,
field day attendees will hear presentations on
industry trends, advances in watermelon breeding
and innovative approaches to fruit quality
assessment before moving to field demonstrations.

WHAT TO EXPECT
INDOOR SESSION

« Update on National Watermelon Promotion
Board activities and the South Carolina supply
scene: Jason Hanselman, industry affairs analyst

 Update on Fusarium wilt breeding in watermelon

« Studying spectral imaging as a tool for
non-destructive assessment of watermelon
quality: Karin Albornoz, an assistant professor
in the Clemson Food, Nutrition and Packaging
Sciences Department located at the Coastal
REC, will discuss using spectral imaging to
assess watermelon quality.

FIELD TOUR

 Palmetto AgriSpray representatives will
demonstrate using drone
technology to perform
various tasks in specialty
crops.

« Verdant Robotics
representatives will
demonstrate how to use
the SharpShooter robotic
precision application
system to control weeds
and save up to 80-90% on
herbicide use.

e Matthew Cutulle, a
Clemson weed scientist at
the Edisto REC, will discuss
the basics of pre-emergent
herbicide application to
maximize weed control in
watermelon.

» Vasanthkumar SS, a graduate research assistant,
and Bhupinder Singh Jatana, Clemson professor
and horticulturist, will discuss optimized
production guidelines for Carolina Strongback
grafted watermelon plants. Carolina strongback
rootstock has resistance against Fusarium wilt
races 2 and 3 and root knot nematode, both
of which are among the biggest watermelon
production challenges in South Carolina.

» Ashok Sah, a graduate research assistant,
and Jatana will discuss a U.S. Department of
Agriculture-funded project using anaerobic
soil disinfestation for weed management in
organic watermelon, with nutrient-rich organic
fertilizers (also used for nutrient management).

o Watermelon varieties demonstration trials:
Field day participants will visit watermelon
demonstration plots, where Jatana will discuss
15 varieties under study.

Matthew Holt, dean of the Clemson College of
Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences, will be the
guest speaker at lunch.

Watermelon is South Carolina’s largest acreage
vegetable crop. It is grown in all 46 counties. The
annual field day is an opportunity for growers

to learn about emerging technologies and
management practices.

WATERMELON FIELD DAY DETAILS

« Date: July 9

e Location: Clemson Edisto REC, 64 Research
Road, Blackville, S.C. 29817

 Time: Registration begins at 8 a.m. in front
of the main building, followed by indoor
presentations until 10 a.m. Online registration
for the Watermelon Field Day is available on
Eventbrite.

 Contact: Bhupinder Jatana, bjatana@clemson.
edu, 864-633-9087

« Field tour and talks will be conducted until
noon. For the field portion, participants will
drive their vehicles to the watermelon site and
enter the field at the east or far gate.

 Lunch will be provided.

e 1.5 South Carolina pesticide credits and/or
continuing education hours will be offered.
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THE NEWS
FROM SASDA

n June, | went to our
lSouthern Association

of State Departments
of Agriculture (SASDA)
annual meeting in
Cambridge, Maryland.
We toured a Perdue
Farms hatchery, and the
tour guide said they would
do about 1,000 tours this
year. They are proud of
their operation and how
they treat and raise their
chickens, and they want
other people to see it.
One thing he said stuck
with me: Don’t always
“shut the barn doors” to
keep other people out.
If you don't tell your
story, someone else will,
and it probably won’t be
accurate. So, when you
meet people who don’t
know about agriculture,
tell them what you do and
how you do it.

We also got an update
on the New World
Screwworm (NWS) that
has now made its way

to the United States.
The main way USDA is
fighting this pest is by
releasing sterile flies that
mate with NWS flies.
Right now, about 100
million flies are being
released a week with the
goal of increasing that to
600 to 700 million over
the next couple of years.
Our agency is working
closely with Clemson
Livestock Poultry Health
and federal agencies

to help guide livestock
owners as this infestation
spreads.

Farm profitability,

data centers, drought,
farmland preservation,
and shortages of rural
veterinarians are issues
that other states are
dealing with, too. A
veterinarian panel talked
about some ways to keep
vets in rural places, like
having mixed animal
practices to generate more
business and growing the
size of rural practices to
capture economies of
scale. We can support our
local vets by treating them
more like our dentists: just
being thankful they are
there and not expecting
them to work 24/7.1 am
glad Clemson will welcome
its first class of veterinary
students in August.

We enjoyed a nice farm
tour where they grow
miscanthus grass for
use in poultry house
bedding. It was a part
of very impressive
“trade show” in their
farm shop, illustrating
the developments in
the bioeconomy in the
southeast.

Summer is now officially
here and with it, local
produce is widely available
at our state farmers
markets, roadside markets,
community-based farmers
markets, and other retail
outlets. Look for Certified
South Carolina products,
and visit Fresh on the
Menu restaurants, which
support local farms and

Hr—

farmers.


mailto:bjatana@clemson.edu
mailto:bjatana@clemson.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pick-Your-Own-Flowers

All summer ¢ 9 am - 6 pm

Come have some family fun on the farm! We have
a variety of sunflowers, zinnias, and beautiful
wildflowers. After picking, cool off with a scoop or
two of hand-dipped ice cream. Kids can enjoy our
tractor play-set and sand pile.

The Market at Lowrys, 2575 Lowrys Hwy, Chester
803-581-4545
cottonhillsfarm.com/u-pick-flowers.html

Landowner & Farm Conservation Workshop
July 7—Spartanburg

July 8—Rock Hill

July 28 —Edisto Island

July 29—Sumter

All 9:30 am - 1:30 pm

Join us for an engaging and practical workshop
designed to help landowners learn about conservation
practices, sustainable land management, and sustainable
agriculture. Through expert-led sessions and hands-on
discussions, you'll gain insight into basic conservation
practices you can implement now, how to make
conservation profitable on your land, strategies for
sustainable agriculture and preserving your land for
future generations. You'll also have opportunities
to connect with local partners, ask questions, and
enjoy a free lunch, and networking.

3097 SC-11, Chesnee

725 Crest Street, Rock Hill

2975 SC - 174, Edisto Island

32 E Calhoun Street, Sumter

Spartanburg: eventbrite.com/e/landowner-farm-
conservation-workshop-spartanburg-county-
tickets-1090657550320

Rock Hill: eventbrite.com/e/landowner-farm-
conservation-workshop-rock-hill-tickets-1990660250396
Edisto Island: eventbrite.com/e/landowner-farm-
conservation-workshop-edisto-island-tickets-1090660430936
Sumter: eventbrite.com/e/landowner-farm-conservation-
workshop-sumter-county-tickets-19090660957511

Pageland Watermelon Festival

July 16 & 17 » 5pm - 12 am

July 18 « 12 pm - 12 am

The Pageland Watermelon Festival celebrates the
region’s watermelon harvest with a full weekend
of events centered around food, music, and
small-town tradition. Visitors can enjoy fresh
watermelon, contests, parades, and a variety of
family-friendly activities. The festival spreads
across Pageland with vendors, live entertainment,
and community events, creating a lively but
laid-back atmosphere that reflects the town’s
agricultural roots and Southern hospitality.

104 N Pearl Street, Pageland
pagelandwatermelonfest.com/
facebook.com/events/783026021431165

Certified SC Produce )

GREENVILLE
State Farmers Market

greenvillestatefarmersmarket.com

Vendors
Food Vendors
Games & Prizes

~2026-—
8AM 75 3PM

South Congaree Rodeo

July 17 & 18

Join us for an exciting, family friendly 8-event
rodeo filled with western action, patriotic pride,
and fun for all ages. From bull riding and barrel
racing to broncs and roping, the arena will be
packed with nonstop entertainment. Enjoy food
vendors, a Kids Zone, and a welcoming hometown
atmosphere under the arena lights. Celebrate
America, community, and rodeo tradition with an
unforgettable night the whole family will love.
South Congaree Horse Arena

395 Oak Street, West Columbia
barwrodeoproductions.ticketspice.com/south-
congaree-championship-rodeo
facebook.com/southcongareerodeo/

Organic Certification Essentials

July 21-22

This free event will provide an overview of organic
certification and tools for new and transitioning
farmers. Topics include Organic System Plans
(OSP), organic regulations, organic crop practices
and common certification misconceptions. The
training also includes two farm tours to provide a
firsthand look at organic inspection preparation
and recordkeeping requirements.

The Madren Center

230 Madren Center Drive, Clemson

Contact: Gavin Berry

organic@clemson.edu e 864-646-2129
eventbrite.com/e/organic-certification-essentials-
tickets-1087050514498

SCDA State Farmers Markets

SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE FARMERS MARKET

3483 Charleston Highway
West Columbia, SC 29172

GREENVILLE
STATE FARMERS MARKET

1354 Rutherford Road
Greenville, SC 29609

PEE DEE
STATE FARMERS MARKET

2513 W. Lucas Street
Florence, SC 29501

VISIT
AGRICULTURE.SC.GOV

Click on the State Farmers Markets
button for more information about
each location

803-737-4664 864-244-4023 843-665-5154
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South Carolina
Department of Agriculture
Contacts

Commissioner’s Office

803-734-2190

Certified SC Program
803-734-2207

Metrology Laboratory
803-253-4052

Consumer Protection

803-737-9700

Milk Safety
803-667-1161

Fruit & Vegetable Inspection
803-737-4588

Produce Safety
803-753-7267

Market News—Fruit & Vegetable
803-737-4671

Retail Food Safety
803-896-0640

Market News—Livestock & Grain
803-737-4491

SCATE Card
803-734-2185

Market News Recording
803-737-5900

Wholesale Food Safety
803-737-0147

The South Carolina
Market Bulletin

(ISSN 0744-3986)

The Market Bulletin is published on the first and third Thursday
of each month by the SC Department of Agriculture, Wade
Hampton Building, Columbia, SC 29201. Periodicals postage
paid at Columbia, SC 29201.

Postmaster, send address changes to:

SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC 29211

POLICIES FOR ADVERTISING

For our full policies, please visit:
agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin-policies

Only ads pertaining to the production of agricultural products
and related items are published. Ads are accepted for South
Carolina items, even if the seller lives out of state, provided
the item is in state at the time the ad is published and at the
time of sale.

Ads are published free of charge and in good faith. The Market
Bulletin reserves the right to edit and verify ads but assumes
no responsibility for their content.

Ads cannot be accepted from agents, dealers, or commercial
businesses, including real estate. Sealed bids, legal notices, or
consignment sales are not accepted.

SUBMITTING ADS

No matter the submission method, submissions must include
the advertiser’s name, complete address with zip code and
county, and phone number with area code. While we don't
publish the address, we need this information for our records.
Do not use all capital letters.

+ Online: Go to agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin. Select
“Submit Market Bulletin Ad” and complete the form. If you
include your email address, you will receive an automated
reminder for a renewal.

« Mail: SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC
29211. You must use 8.5 x 11 inch paper.

« Email: Send ads to marketbulletin(@scda.sc.gov. Put the
words “Market Bulletin ad” in the subject line.

+ Fax: 803-734-0659

The deadline for submitting ads and notices is noon on
Tuesday of the week before the publication date.

NEXT AD DEADLINE
JULY 7 « 12:00 PM

South Carolina Department of Agriculture
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Reminder to Advertisers

Ads are due by noon (12 pm)

on the Tuesday after the latest

published issue. Any ads received
after the deadline will be

considered for a subsequent issue.

AQUACULTURE

GARDEN

SEED

STERILE GRASS CARP
$12/$18; Blgill & Shlckr, 65¢;
Rdbrst, 75¢; Ch Catfish, 65¢;
lrgmth Bass, $3

Clay Chappell

Richland

803-776-4923

BLUEGILL

50¢; Bass, $3; F1 Tiger Bass,
$3; Catfish, 1; Grass Carp,
$10; Minnows, $25

Derek Long

Newberry

803-944-3058

ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM
COMMERCIAL NURSERIES, WHICH
HAVE ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.

BLUEBERRY PLANTS
3/$20; Figs, Pomegranate,
Elderberry plants, $20; grape-
vines, $10; Mulberry trees, $30
Freeman Noles

Barnwell

803-383-400606

ADS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY
A CURRENT SEED LAB TEST.

ABRUZZI RYE

combine run, G-92%,

PS-99%, OM-0.21%,

0C-0.35%, $12/bu

Drew Fogle

Orangeburg

803-682-1298

CATTLE

(10) F1 BLK BALDY HEFRS
8 m/o, sire/dam reg, good
rplecmnts, $2500 ea

Tony Smith

Oconee

864-353-1819

2 BLK ANG COWS

(2) 6 w/o calves, $5500; (11)
700-800 Ib calves, $4/1b, if
all taken

Dan Coward

Dillon

843-472-8122

REG ANG BULL

2 Y2 y/o, good b'lines, low
BW, calves on sight, $5500
Doug Blake

Greenville

864-918-7480

JERSEY HEFRS

6 m/o, $1100; cow/hefr calf
pr, $3500; cow, $2250; all
cows exposed to Jersey bull
Robert Turner
Orangeburg

803-596-6463

3 REG RED ANG BULLS
15-17 m/o, all sired by
Country Boy Farms
Cowboy Laken, $4000 ea
Greg Broome

Laurens

864-871-9647

2YRLG BULLS

Y4 Char, % Blk Ang, from
reg stock, $2800 ea
Debbie Wade

Chester

803-385-8905

REG BLK ANG F

low input, exc feet & utters,
cow/calf prs, open hefrs,
$6000+

Dixon Shealy

Newberry

803-629-1174

REG BLK ANG BULL
good b'line, reg# 21571090,
$3500

Larry Owens

Greenville

804-415-7192

SIMANG & HRFRD

reg bulls, 16-21 m/o,
$5500+; reg hefrs, $3500+
Wayne Garber

Laurens

864-923-0581

FARM EQUIPMENT

7'W AERATOR

$900; 200-gal spray tank,
$2250; hay spear, $200; more
Jim Quattlebaum

Aiken

803-687-0276

JD 702

8 whl V rake, $2600

Bobby Page

Spartanburg

804-494-2501

JD 4230

$18,000; JD 3020, $15,000;
IHC 385, $5500

Ronnie Judy

Dorchester

843-701-0394

4 WHL HAY FEED WAGON
open bottom, 20'L, $4750
Bennie Smith

Edgefield

803-215-2551

3000 FORD TRACTOR
$6000; 20-disc harrow & 5'
bush hog, $100 ea; more
Gary Seay

Spartanburg

804-497-0527

KUBOTA L1500

wy/trl, disc harrow, box
scraper, §' finish mwr, shed
kept, $4000

Frank Dixon

Darlington

843-332-0202

8N FORD TRACTOR
restored, $2750; 1r cult,
$225; 20-disc harrow, $1200;
6' scrape blade, $375; all 3ph
& obo

Otis Hembree

Spartanburg

804-316-1222

ADS MAY NOT BE SUBMITTED BY COMMERCIAL DEALERS. A CURRENT FARM TAG ISSUED BY THE SCDMV IS REQUIRED ON ALL FARM VEHICLES.

MF 230

dsl, PS, good tires, low hrs,
$6000

Gary Watson

Chester

803-519-6549

2 HAY TEDDERS

VGC, 2 head, PB, PTO,
buyers choice Kuhn or
Niemeyer, $1750

George Mccoy
Chesterfield
843-307-88606

‘42 ACTRACTOR

EC, antiq, $4500 obo
Farha Ali

Greenwood
864-554-0041

5x7 HARDEE DUMP TRL
all metal, w/add-on ramp
grate, $500

Otto Williamson
Williamsburg
843-372-2692

JD 922F GRAIN HDR
FR, $8500

Drake Kinley

Anderson

804-353-9628

1R BED MAKER
Tuffline, HD 4 disc, 3ph; &
undercut bar, Woodward
Crossing, 1r, 3ph on tool
bar, $900 ea; more

David Long

Richland

803-609-7057

FORD

3ph, triple turn plows, w/
brush cutters, $250

Jack Pate

Greenville

864-457-6106

SQ HAY LDR

for side of truck or trl,
$400; NH hay crusher,
$300, all cash; more
Randy Orr

Anderson
864-201-56606

JD HX14 ROTARY CUTTER
3ph, EC, $7000

Steve McAlhany
Orangeburg

803-682-3834

73" CARONI FLAIL MWR
GC, $2800

Thomas Padgett
Hampton

803-943-0374

GRAIN BIN

w/24" centrifugal fan, VGC,
used little, photo avail,
$1750 cash

Ronald Townsend
Anderson

864-958-0317

INTL 1466

w/canopy & dual whis,
$18,000 obo

Joseph Henson

York

803-448-5287

6'W AERATOR

LN, tractor mount, 12"
drum, $1200

Charlie Doyle

Florence

843-992-6267

MF 231S TRACTOR

dsl, 42 hp, low hrs, good
rubber, canopy, well maint,
$8000

Boyd Caldwell

Kershaw

803-438-3455

JD 459 BALER

5000 bales, $28,500; Kubota
2028DM, $9500; JD 8 whl
rake, GC, $2500

Dargan Etheredge
Calhoun

803-238-2122

5'ROTARY TILLER

'22 Titan UL6o, nvr used,
under shed, VGC, $2200
Lora Baldwin

Lexington

803-318-5635

IH1066 & CAT D7 17A
$16,000 ea; ]D 830D,
$14,000; Cat D4 7U, $8500
Ronald McGraw
Lancaster

980-255-8584

CASE IH 2022 COTTON PKR
John Blue module bldr &
Crust Buster boll buggy,
good shedded equip, $12,500
Randell Wilson

Abbeville

804-378-4924

5'BHB GROOMING MWR
antiq/vintage '60-64, cuts
well, $200

Robert White
Spartanburg

8064-457-2203

NH BC5070 SQR BALER
VGC, photos avail, $8000,
call/text

Bill Shuler

Aiken

803-710-0445

3PT SCOOP PAN

$125

Charles Nichols

Saluda

864-992-9292

4-WAY LOG SPLITTER
HD, PTO, needs new hoses,
$600; Dearborn 2-disc tiller,
$400, both 3ph & shed kept
Arthur Johnston
Dorchester

843-636-4083

JD 630 MOCO

for hay, $18,000

Harroll Stockman
Newberry

803-924-7878

12 RHINO TW84 ROTARY
CUTTER

GC, new blade, $2000
Stephen Gedosch
Greenville

8064-982-4490

JD5115 M

w/ldr & front hyd, cab heat/
air, radio, fully loaded, LN,
LT 700 hrs, $95,000

Ronny Wilson

Anderson

804-356-6959

'25 NH TRACTOR

60 hp, 39 hrs, $26,500

Al Harlan

Spartanburg

864-316-9636

JD MAX EMERGE 6R
PLNTR

w/row cleaners, $14,000;

JD 6500 spryr w/60' frt fold
booms, $24,000

Joe Phillips Jr

Lexington

803-600-2928

2R PLNTR

w/extra plates, GC, $500 obo
Zach Bush

Saluda

804-445-7577

FARM LABOR

EXCAVATOR

tractor work, clearing,
grading, irrigation,
drainage, brush cutting,
driveways, fire break, demo
Derek Drafts

Saluda

803-429-3201

LIME SPREADING
specialize in TN valley lime,
call for prices

Drake Kinley

Anderson

804-353-9628
DOZER/TRACKHOE WORK
build & repair ponds, demo,
tree removal, land clearing,
roads, free est

James Hughes

Greenwood

864-227-8257

MARKET BULLETIN

DOZER/TRACKHOE WORK
land clearing, ditching,
ponds, roads, trackhoe,
bush hog, bldg pads

Fred Morris

Florence

843-621-8647

FORESTRY MULCHING
land clearing, wildlife mgmt,
ditches, grading, pond digging
Jay Lowder

Clarendon

803-473-0046

MOBILE SAWMILLING
30"+ dia & 21'L, drop off

up to 52"; land clearing,
excavator work, Veteran
owned/insured

John Smith

Pickens

864-982-2249

HERBICIDE/PESTICIDE
APPLS

by ground or UAV Ag,
forestry & aquatic

Joel Cox

Spartanburg

864-706-1495

LIGHT TRACTOR WORK
incl bush hogging, discing,
cut up & removal of downed
trees, light landscaping
John Tanner

Lexington

803-422-4714

HAULING

junk, dirt, crush & run,
rock, stone, etc; also, any
type of yard work

Chris Ricard

Lexington

803-609-5902

NOTICES ARE ACCEPTED FOR AGRICULTURAL WORK ONLY AND NOT FOR HOUSEWORK, NURSING, OR COMPANIONSHIP NEEDS.

TREE LIMB TRIMMING
for roads, fence lines,

field edges, up to 26', local
counties

Damon Archie

Chester

803-517-74306

NEED INDIVIDUALS

to prune vineyard, must have
own equip & pole trimmers
Ryan Anderson

Greenville

804-234-2918

FORESTRY MULCHING
clearing/dozer/Deere work,
pond maint, bldg pads,
demo, etc

Phillip Hutchins
Lexington

803-422-1329

EXCAVATOR WORK
digging, stump removal,
brush clearing, cleaning
around fields & fences
Jason Nichols

Saluda

804-992-2753

BEAVER TRAPPING

& exclusion, Aiken Co &
surrounding area

Joe Leonard

Aiken

803-507-4940

KUBOTA M5-111D

13394 hrs, low profile, w/frt
end ldr, GC, new fuel sys,
$50,000

Russell Jones

Kershaw

803-669-3616

RHINO 2160 BOOM MWR
in GC, $9500

Jeffrey Gilmore
Chesterfield

843-517-0315

'23JD 4044M TRACTOR
EC, 114 hrs, canopy, frt end
1dr, MFWD, hydro trans, 44
hp, $26,000

Charles Casey

Anderson

864-617-3056

BH 700 DISC MWR
non-working discs, other
parts work fine, new blades,
other parts incl, $525 obo
Sam Rikard

Lexington

803-892-2630

STOCK COMBO TRL

Big Valley GN w/tack room,
removable dividers & cut gate,
swing/slide rear, $2800 obo
Derek Drafts

Saluda

803-429-3291

TRACTOR

'59 Ferg 35 Spcl w/3
implements, $5200

Joel Russell

Greenville

864-877-7335

PLANTS &
FLOWERS

ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM
COMMERCIAL NURSERIES, WHICH
HAVE ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.

MONKEY GRASS

aka Liriope, Hosta, $4 ea; Iris,
Daylily, $5 ea; Hydrangea,
Gardenia, $10 ea

Woody Ellenburg

Abbeville

804-855-2505

3 GAL AZALEAS

$10; Gardenia, Boxwoods, $7;
Lemon Grass, Tea Olives $8;
Crepe Myrtles, Hydrangeas, $20
Freeman Noles

Barnwell

803-383-400606

BLUE POND IRIS

hardy & multiplying, you
dig, $10/10 plants

Sandra Storey

Lexington

803-513-7743



FARM LAND

FRESH PRODUCE

FARM LAND MUST BE OFFERED FOR SALE BY THE OWNER, NOT AN AGENT. TRACTS MUST BE AT LEAST 5 ACRES UNDER
CULTIVATION, TIMBER, OR PASTURE. OUT-OF-STATE OWNERS—NOT REAL ESTATE AGENTS—MAY SUBMIT ADS FOR LAND IN SC.

WANT LAND TO LEASE
for hunting, have equip for
repair & help w/other needs
Ray Sealey

Darlington

843-409-1717

17+/-A OF CB

Ware Place area, land
locked for $45,000/A
Stephen Gedosch
Greenville

804-982-4490

WANT LAND

to buy in Lex Co

Elmer Fuller

Lexington

803-629-0416

WANT LAND FOR LEASE
w/in 50 mi of Lex for Deer
hunting, 3-4 resp hunters
Bob Padowicz

Lexington

803-206-5993

30A MCCORMICK CO
for hunting lease, tax map
#137-00-00-013, powerline
thru property, easy
walkability

Tim McSwain

Richland

803-553-8261

62.7 ALEXINGTON CO
wooded, 2 creeks, big
lumber, exc hunting, pond/
home sites, $4800/A
Bobby Livingston
Richland

803-518-8702

30A TIMBER/PASTURED
w/road frtage, 18 & 12A
tracts, on Dorn Rd, Troy,
$250,000

Farha Ali

Greenwood

864-554-0041

PRODUCE MUST BE RAW AND NON-PROCESSED. RAW MILK, BUTTER, AND CHEESE PRODUCTS MUST BE PERMITTED
BY SCDA. A COPY OF THE MILK PERMIT MUST BE PROVIDED WITH THE AD. AN EGG LICENSE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR

FRESH BROWN EGGS
$3/dz; jumbo quail eggs,
$4.50/15 count

Leland Davis

Clarendon
803-468-6963

JUMBO QUAIL

& chicken eggs, $3-4/dz
Brian Motley

Kershaw

803-315-7598

ON-FARM POINTS OF SALE.

CHICKEN EGGS
$3/dz or $5/2 dz
Barbara Lyles
Lexington
803-360-0114
CHICKEN EGGS
farm fresh, $3/dz
Ron Handley
Georgetown
843-896-0829

FRESH EGGS

Chicken & Quail, $2.50/dz
Derek Drafts

Saluda

803-429-3291

FRESH BLUEBERRIES
$15/gal bag

Darnell Miller

Aiken

803-507-1926

GOATS / LLAMAS / SHEEP

ADGA ND DOES
1y/o, $300

Ron Handley
Georgetown
843-896-0829

(2) KIKO NANNIES
reg, $650 ea

Levi Shannon
Calhoun
803-747-4898

ND HOMESTEAD HERD

3 does, $200 ea; 2 bucks

& 1 buckling, $150 ea;
disbudded, utd CDT, gentle,
text/call Iv msg

Emily Schneider
Charleston

864-633-0042

MINI MANCHA
DOELINGS

F4/Fs, B-2/'26, disbudded,
CDT, MDGA, more, $200 ea
Gail Cooley

Anderson

864-947-8880

KATAHDIN SHEEP

ewes & rams, B-'26, gentle,
hand raised, vac, wormed,
$225+

Tammy Hodge

Sumter

803-983-5041

SAVANNA BUCKLING

& doelings & does, high % &
full, $150-250

Bobby Page

Spartanburg

804-494-2501

HOGS / PIGS

RABBITS

YORKSHIRE/
HAMPSHIRE PIGS

8 w/o, $125 ea, lv msg pls
Robert Turner

Orangeburg

803-596-6463

(8) 4 M/O WHT PIGS
weaned, wormed, castrated,
on feed, $125 ea

Ira Jeffcoat

Orangeburg

803-837-1844

8 W/O FEEDER PIGS
Yorkshire mix, $80

Marion Banks

Newberry

803-768-7608

FB BERKSHIRE PIGLETS
M/F, all tails docked, males
cut, $150 ea

Jason Painter

Spartanburg

804-641-9855

FRENCH ANGORAS
4 bucks, 3 does, colors:
choc, blk, & choc agouti, $75
ea; txt/call, Iv msg
Emily Schneider
Charleston
864-633-0642

MO COTTONTAILS
$15 ea

Steve Ard

Aiken

803-603-0042

FLEMISH GIANT

8 w/o, blue-gray color, $50
ea, call/text

Kezia Hedges

Aiken

839-290-0868

REX

all colors, yng, $15-20 ea; grown
bucks, $20 ea; does, $25 ea
Philip Poole

Union

804-427-1589

CHEC GIANT/NZ/
FLEMISH GIANT

6 w/o F, friendly, $20 ea;
CA/Flemish Giant/NZ, 8
wj/o, $30/pr

Tirzah Fellows

Aiken

803-443-8572

PB NUBIAN BUCK
2 y/o, $300

Roger Barnes
Lexington
803-6006-3335

Review our
ad policies

online at:

AGRICULTURE.SC.GOV/
MARKET-BULLETIN-
POLICIES

HAY & GRAIN

'26 4x5 RND CB

HQ, lime & fert, $70/bale
Jason Williams
Lexington

803-917-5431

'25HQCB

shed kept, $50; CQ, 4 rolls
for $100

Bobby Zimmerman
Lexington

803-317-8681

SQ FESCUE

barn kept, $7 ea; sq mixed
grass, $5 ea; both NR
Jerry Butler

Laurens

864-697-6343

'26 4x5 RND CB

net wrap, HQ, shed kept,
$80; HQ, field kept, $70;
CQ, $60/roll, del w/fee
Tyler Sanderlin

Barnwell

803-709-2626

4x5 FESCUE

NR, shed kept, $75

Otis Hembree
Spartanburg
804-316-1222

SHELLED CORN

$45, your 55-gal drum
Adam Anderson
Newberry

803-924-8466

'25 HQ 4x5 RND CB
net wrap, limed & fert, NR,
stored outside on indiv
pallets, $60 ea

Eddie West

Aiken

803-507-8205
BERMUDA GRASS
18"x36" sq’s, baled 6/5, $6 ea;
p-up or del avail for bulk
(addl fee)

Nicholas Mosher
Marion

912-289-5575

DEER COB CORN

in totes, weighing 600 Ibs,
$100 ea

Joseph Henson

York

803-448-5287

TIFTON 44 BERMUDA
GRASS

baled 9/'25, HQ sq, $8 ea
Thomas Thain

Lexington

803-920-7023

'26 COASTAL

limed & fert, shed kept, HQ,
$75/bale; CQ, $65/bale; sq,
$9/bale, del avail

Eddie Phillips

Sumter

803-486-0081

FEED OATS

$4/bu

Jim Harwell

Florence

843-621-0250

'25 CQ COASTAL

4x5 twine, shed stored, $40;
w/rain, $25

Michael F Hallman
Lexington

803-657-5526

'254x5 RND HQ CB
limed/fert, 2nd & 3rd cuts,
$50 ea, del/fee

Dale Blackmon

Lancaster

803-577-9008

FESCUE & RYE GRASS MIX
'25 & 26, HQ, 4x35, string
wrap, barn stored, no
weeds, $50/bale

Terry Blakely

Greenville

804-483-1920

'26 OAT STRAW

4000 bales, $7

Victor Smith

Berkeley

843-688-5353

HQSQCB

no litter used, $8; rnd, $60/
field, $40/CQ, $35/10+
George Mccoy
Chesterfield
843-307-8866

DEER CORN

cob, $7/bag

Drake Kinley

Anderson

864-353-9628

26 HQ SQCB

shed kept, $9, del avail for
addl fee

Nathan Oswald
Lexington

803-317-3090

4x5 HAY/STRAW MULCH
net wrap, 150 bales avail,
$20 ea

Richard Knight

Kershaw

803-427-6440

FRESH STRAW

40 bales, 15t cutting, $3/sq
Marshall Collins

Pickens

803-981-4319

'26 WHEAT/RYEGRASS
net wrap, $50; 25 mixed grass
hay, $40; grass straw mix,
for mulch, $25 ea; both 4x5
Charles Nichols

Saluda

864-992-9292

4x5 OAT/RYEGRASS
MIXED

net wrap, shed kept,

14 bales, $55 ea

Sam Rikard

Lexington

803-892-2030

POULTRY
STD BRONZE TURKEY 4 ROYAL PALM TURKEYS GROWN GUINEAS BANTAMS BOB WHT QUAIL EGGS BOB WHT QUAIL EGGS
POULTS 1y/0, 3F, 1M, child-safe, $75 $20 ea; yng, $7+; Cochin Silver Quill, OE, Silver for hatching, $10/dz, for hatching, $5/dz, $45/100
(Heritage), $25 ea; Toulouse  ea, neg bantams, $10+ Sebright, Barbu de $75/100; Bob Wht quail Tom Fink
goslings, $50 ea; txt before Hans Lengers Philip Poole Watermael, $25/pr chicks, $3 ea Lexington
calling Lancaster Union Tim Boozer Dwight Gilliland 803-622-4678
Louise Pollans 704-614-3012 864-427-1589 Newberry Saluda 25 RUNT PIGEONS
Orangeburg 13 M/O RIR ROO SEX-LINK PULLETS 803-924-3922 864-941-0958 squab making, $275;
803-290-4287 14 m/o Cinnamon queen & jumbo Coturnix quail BABYBOWIEQUAILCHICKS ~ BOB WHT QUAIL Narragansett tom turkey, $700
CHICKENS 100, $7 ea, call at 4 pm chicks, $2-5 ea $3.50+; Peachicks, $75+ flight & weather cond, $5ea  Thomas Waters
$5+ Gladys Trower Brian Motley Ernie Redmond John Reed Colleton
Barbara Lyles Richland Kershaw Orangeburg Sumter 843-696-6627
Lexington 803-603-4355 803-315-7598 803-535-8038 803-404-5757

803-360-0114

Market Bulletin delivery issues?

Contact the U.S. Postal Service at usps.com/help/contact-us.htm or 1-800-275-8777.

South Carolina Department of Agriculture
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MISCELLANEOUS

TOBACCO EQUIP

Long Boxes, $100 ea; Long
gas fired burners, $200 ea;
Powell tipper, $300
Ronnie Johnston

Horry

843-397-5932

PEACH BOXES

$10 ea; wash pot, $100; 4
wagon whls, $200; more
Gary Seay

Spartanburg
864-497-0527

FASUPER ATRACTOR
w/3pt hyd hitch, cutaway
disc plow, 6' scraper incl,
$2800

John Lollis

Greenville

864-483-0922

5 HP ELEC MOTOR
new, bought for grain auger,
nvr used, $750

Charles Nichols

Saluda

864-992-9292

WORM CASTINGS FERT
100% organic, Certified SC,
no fillers, 30 Ib bags, $20/
bag, $120/10 bags
Maryann Little
Lexington

803-530-9219

PURPLE MARTIN
GOURD POLES
winches up/down, $390-
500; gourds, $4.75 ea
Stacy Shealy

Lexington

803-727-7535

4' TUBE GATE

$45; 7'x3%4" chain, hook on
one end, $25

Russell Goings

Union

8064-426-2309

CHICKEN COMPOST
$10/Bob Cat scoop; litter,
$5/scoop, we load

Carol Mosley

Pickens

864-656-3004

PLASTIC NURSERY POTS
mostly new, 5 gal, $4 ea;
trade gal, 6" rnd, $1 ea
Carol Elliott

Richland

803-261-1666

LUMBER

6"x10' Wht Oak, air dried
16 mos, $3/bdft; 12"x8' Red
Oak, $2/bdft; cut to your
req thickness

Boyd Caldwell

Kershaw

803-438-3455

HQ RABBIT MANURE
$5/5 gal bucket, bring bucket
Chris Ricard

Lexington

803-609-5902

WHT OAK TRL FLOORING
8'-2r'L, 1",1%2" & 2" thick x
6", 8", 10"W, $2/bdft

Lecil Hembree
Spartanburg

864-316-1222

TIRES

(5) 11R22.5, $75 ea; (7)
12R22.5, grip-lug, 70%, $200;
5-gal buckets w/lids, $3 ea;
more

Lawrence Hoffman
Richland

803-422-3970

SCYTHE CUTTER

$60; Irg steam whistle, from
old tractor/machine, $800
R Long

Newberry

803-924-9039

POLY HDR DIVIDER SNOUTS
JD 6oo or 900, 2 set,
$400/set

Jeftrey Gilmore
Chesterfield

843-517-0315

FUEL DRUMS

250 cap, $100/rnd, $150/0val
Jack Pate

Greenville

864-457-6106

NEW RAM PUMP

not elec, 1000 gals/day, $1200
Glenwood Williams

Aiken

803-663-3909

GAME BIRD PEN

6 stall w/trough, older, $100
David Long

Richland

803-609-7057

HDWD LUMBER

incl Hickory, boards
1"x12"%8'L, $4/bdft, 300 bdft
min/del, will custom cut for
Irg dels

Ryan Anderson

Greenville

864-234-2918

GAS IRRIG/TRASH PUMP
pipe & fittings, needs tune up,
$225; oil & skid tanks, $225 ea
Randy Orr

Anderson

864-201-5666

OLD COMP FARM BELL
old, #3, $350; xI farm bell,
w/wheel, comp, $1200; #20
hash pots, $200 ea; #15,
$150; more

Perry Masters

Greenville

864-561-4792

55-GAL FG DRUMS
metal & plastic open top w/
top & rings, $20+; solid top
55 gal, $20 ea; more

Philip Poole

Union

804-427-1589

WANT-FARM EQUIPMENT

WANT-MISCELLANEOUS

8-10" FIELD CULT

older model for garden
Otto Williamson
Williamsburg
843-372-2692

5-6"3PH ROTOR TILLER
12' livestock trl, & 2h trl, w/
no tack room, trls both BP
& in GC

Charlie Doyle

Florence

843-992-6267

JD 3020-4020

dsl; JD 158/1dr

Ronnie Judy

Dorchester

843-701-6394

4 WHL COTTON

or hay wagon running gear,
5th whi steering preferred
Bennie Smith

Edgefield

803-215-2551

3PH ROTOTILLER
6'or7',in GC
Randy Orr
Anderson
864-201-5606

SMALL GRAIN COMBINE
pull type, prefer Intl but
open to others

James Carmichael

Horry

843-907-0635

BACKHOE ATTACH

for Gravely 2 whl tractor,
any cond, text is ok
George Long

Richland

803-920-3883

ANY SIZE WASH POTS
syrup kettle, anvils, Irg coffee
grinder, old lighting rod w/
balls & weathervane, more
Perry Masters

Greenville

864-561-4792

TRACTORTIRE
11.2x30

Debbie Wade
Chester
803-385-89065
BLKSMITH ANVILS
any size farm bells, #3 & #4
bell cradles & stands
R Long

Newberry
803-924-9039

LRG BENCH VISE
call/text

Brian Rikard
Oconee
706-491-1111

PULPWOOD SAW TIMBER
hdwd pine, all types of thinning
or clear cut, Upstate cos
Tim Morgan

Greenville

8064-420-0251

USDA ISSUES DIRECTIVE
TO RESTORE GRAZING ON
NATIONAL FOREST LANDS

BY USDA

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins announced the distribution
of a comprehensive directive to all U.S. Forest Service employees from the
Office of the Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment (NRE).
These actions advance implementation of the Advancing Grazing on Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Lands Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) and the USDA-Department of the Interior Grazing
Action Plan, delivering on the Trump Administration’s commitment to
strengthen American ranching, restore multiple-use management on federal
lands, and combat regulatory lawfare against producers.

“America’s ranchers are an integral component of our rural economies, our
food security, and our national strength,” said Secretary Rollins. “For too

JEB WILSON TO SERVE AS STATE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR
USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY
IN SOUTH CAROLINA

BY USDA

The Trump Administration has appointed Jeb Wilson as the State Executive
Director (SED) for the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in South Carolina.

“When America’s farming communities prosper, the entire nation thrives. This
new group of USDA appointees will ensure President Trump’s America First
agenda is a reality in rural areas across the country. 1 am grateful for the leadership
of these new state directors and look forward to their work reorienting the agency
to put Farmers First again,” said Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins.

“FSA State Executive Directors serve in a critical role carrying out USDA’s

long, bureaucratic overreach and activist-driven lawfare have undermined the
multiple-use mandate of our National Forests and Grasslands. Today, we are
empowering line officers with clear direction and reaffirming grazing as an
essential tool for healthy landscapes and vibrant rural communities.”

The letter to Forest Service employees, addressed from Secretary Rollins and
referencing the detailed implementation directives from Under Secretary
Michael Boren, emphasizes the historic role of grazing on National Forest
System lands. These actions build directly on the October 2025 USDA Plan to
Fortify the American Beef Industry and the March 31, 2026, MOU signed with
Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum.

Key Elements of the Directives:
 Expanding access to prioritize permitting vacant and closed allotments
« Maximizing grazing flexibilities to keep working lands working
Eliminating delays by streamlining permitting and allotment
authorizations
o Elevating rural Americans by giving ranchers a better voice
 Improving service by setting expectations for positive engagement with
ranchers.

By elevating grazing as an Administration priority, USDA is protecting the
roughly 23,000 permittees and lessees who rely on public rangelands while
delivering more affordable, American-raised protein to consumers.

MARKET BULLETIN

mission at the state level — ensuring that our focus is on meeting the needs

of local agricultural producers by putting farmers and ranchers first,” said FSA
Administrator Bill Beam. “Rural communities need our support now more
than ever. Our newly appointed state leaders bring a wealth of knowledge and
expertise to their position as SED, and they will play an integral role in shaping
the future of agriculture in their state.”

Wilson is a fifth-generation farmer from Lowrys, South Carolina. His family
operates a diversified row and specialty crop operation that produces cotton,
rye, peaches, strawberries, watermelons, tomatoes, and pumpkins. He served
on South Carolina Farm Bureau’s state and national legislative committees as
well as the South Carolina Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company board.

As SED, Wilson is responsible for overseeing the delivery of FSA programs to
agricultural producers in South Carolina. These commodity, conservation,
credit, and disaster assistance programs ensure a safe, affordable, abundant
and nutritious food, fiber, and fuel supply for all Americans.

FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in,
improve, protect and expand their agricultural operations through the delivery
of agricultural programs for all Americans. FSA implements agricultural policy,
administers credit and loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity,
disaster recovery and marketing programs through a national network of

state and county offices and locally elected county committees. For more
information, visit fsa.usda.gov.


http://fsa.usda.gov

*

Thompson Farm and Nursery Jere i;h Farm & Goat Dairy

SOUTH CAROLINA ENTREPRENEURS AWARDED $215,000

FOR INNOVATIVE AGRIBUSINESSES

BY SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

COLUMBIA - The South Carolina Department

of Agriculture’s Agribusiness Center for Research
and Entrepreneurship (ACRE) awarded $215,000 in
grants to 12 South Carolina businesses as part of its
Advanced Entrepreneurship program.

A record 47 entrepreneurs applied to the Advanced
program this year. The selected finalists pitched

to a panel of judges on May 13 and were scored
based on their business plans, a five-minute video
presentation, and their demonstrated history of
business success.

In addition to funding, the awardees will also
receive access to a network of business advisors,
and professional assistance with further state and
federal grant applications.

“These entrepreneurs show the diversity and

the impact of South Carolina agribusiness,” said
Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers. “I'm
thrilled to see so many innovative approaches to
feeding South Carolinians and teaching people
about the importance of farming.”

The awardees include animal agriculture, specialty
food producers, produce farms, and new and
established farmers:

1. Spade and Clover Gardens grows produce in
Berkeley County, offering a variety of specialty
crops to area restaurants and retail, including
six varieties of turmeric. The farm will develop
its dried ground turmeric product line, using
ACRE funds to support equipment, packaging,
branding, and labor.

2. Charleston County-based Jeremiah Farm &
Goat Dairy will use ACRE funds to outfit a
Makers Cottage to support its agritourism
educational offerings. The farm will also fence a
wooded lot to support a silvopasture rotational
grazing system for its goats.

3. Elf Leaf Farm, a Greenville County agritourism

farm offering lavender, blueberries, tea and
cut flowers, will use ACRE funds to improve
wheelchair access to its facilities, as well as
upgrade its kitchen to be able to offer food on
site.

4. Old Mill Apiary is a beekeeping operation
in Chester County committed to developing
and educating the beekeeper community. The
company will establish a compliant honey
processing and value-added production facility
for use by area beekeepers seeking to market
their honey and products.

5. Hickory Bluff Farms, a Berkeley County

produce and agritourism farm, will build out its
traditional cane syrup production for wholesale

and retail distribution. Producing syrup from
sugar cane offers opportunities for education

and a shelf-stable value-added product to create

ongoing revenue.

6. Wet Knot Farms will build a shipping container-
based wash/pack facility, cold room, and storage

center at its Greenville County farm. The small
diversified farm grows vegetables and cut
flowers with an emphasis on salad greens and
market bouquets, serving area farmers markets
and food hubs.

7. Helena Hills Farm will expand its cut flower
and agritourism operation, creating space for
educational offerings and further processing at
its Jasper County property.

8. As part of its move to a new, larger site within
Horry County, Thompson Farm and Nursery
will build open-air pole barns to shelter its
extensive agritourism operations, including
retail space for pumpkins and produce,
classroom space for field trips and as a covered
seating area for festivals and seasonal events.

9. Located in Oconee County, the South Carolina
Cut Flower Growers Marketing Cooperative
is a farmer-owned, member-governed
organization connecting small and mid-scale
flower farms with professional buyers across the
state. The co-op will set up a Midlands cooler
hub to coordinate distribution statewide.

10.Ewe on the Farm is a veteran-owned farm that
integrates agritourism, agricultural education,
livestock production, and value-added food
products. The Cherokee County farm will
upgrade its equipment and kitchen to enhance
classes and production.

11. Lafleur’s Farm, a veteran-owned farm in
Clarendon County, specializes in fruit and
vegetable production, eggs, honey and value-
added products. The farm will expand its U-pick
operation and construct a farm stand and cold
storage to better serve the community.

12. The Purple Mushroom is an urban mushroom
farm specializing in culinary mushrooms and
value-added agricultural products. The business
will use ACRE funding to expand production and
processing efficiency, helping develop its line of
recycled mushroom substrate soil amendments.

ACRE was founded in 2018 to help identify and
nurture new ideas and businesses in the Palmetto
State’s agribusiness sector. Since then, ACRE

has awarded over $1,862,500 to 163 agricultural
entrepreneurs, funded several industry-driven
research projects and led dozens of business
workshops throughout the state.

ACRE also partners with Clemson Extension to
offer a fall curriculum program to train and mentor
beginning agricultural entrepreneurs and prepare
them to seek advanced award funding. Applications
for the fall program open July 27. To learn more,
visit acre-sc.com.

RED SNAPPER EXEMPTED FISHING PERMIT PLACED ON HOLD
FOLLOWING FEDERAL COURT ORDER

The South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources’ (SCDNR) Exempted Fishing Permit
(EFP) for red snapper remains suspended due to a
federal court injunction affecting similar permits
in South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida. The permit would have allowed a 62-day
red snapper season in federal waters off South
Carolina beginning July 1.

Because the injunction will not be resolved before
the planned season start, SCDNR has requested to
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withdraw its current EFP application and intends
to work with NOAA Fisheries, partner states, and
stakeholders to develop a revised proposal with a
fall start date. The updated proposal will continue
to focus on collecting important biological and
harvest data, testing electronic reporting systems,
and evaluating alternative management strategies
for red snapper in the South Atlantic.

SCDNR remains committed to the goals of the
pilot project.

SCDNR will provide updates through its social
media channels and the SCDNR red snapper
project website as additional information becomes
available.

Anglers are reminded that red snapper harvest
remains open year-round in South Carolina state
waters, with a two-fish per person bag limit and a
20-inch minimum total length.

South Carolina Department of Agriculture
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ROOTED IN AGRICULTURE: CLEMSON DOCTORAL CANDIDATE
SHALINI ETUKURI CULTIVATES A FUTURE IN PLANT BREEDING

BY DENISE ATTAWAY, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

When Shalini Etukuri thinks about the path that led
her to Clemson University, she begins with her parents.

Growing up in rural India, Etukuri watched

her mother and father balance two demanding
callings: farming and teaching. Their days often
began before sunrise in the fields, continued

in the classroom and ended back on the farm.
Through their example, Etukuri learned lessons
that would shape her future, including hard work,
perseverance and a deep respect for agriculture.

“My parents showed me that you can pursue your
passion while serving others,” Etukuri said. “They
are my greatest inspiration.”

Today, those lessons guide her as a doctoral
candidate in the Clemson Department of Plant and
Environmental Sciences, where she is conducting
research to improve cotton and support the future
of sustainable agriculture.

FINDING A HOME AT CLEMSON

Etukuri earned
her bachelor’s in
agriculture from
Acharya N.G.
Ranga Agricultural
University in India
and her master’s
in plant molecular
biology from
Alabama A&M
University, where
she worked with
Venkateswara Rao
Sripathi.

She was initially

drawn to Clemson because of its strong reputation
in plant breeding and genetics. What ultimately
convinced her to join the University, however,

was the culture she found within the laboratory of
Christopher Saski, systems geneticist.

“The environment here is incredibly supportive,”
Etukuri said. “People genuinely want to see each
other succeed. That sense of collaboration makes a
huge difference.”

Her research focuses on understanding the
genetic basis of cotton fiber quality. Under Saski’s
mentorship, Etukuri has grown as both a scientist
and a professional. She credits him with helping
her develop skills in research, communication and
collaboration while demonstrating the importance
of patience and leadership.

“I've never seen him lose his temper,” she said. “He
approaches challenges with calmness and clarity,
and that’s something | try to emulate.”

Perhaps most importantly, she said, Saski
consistently encourages his students to aim higher
than they believe possible.

“He believes in us, often more than we believe in
ourselves,” she said.

For Saski, Etukuri’s success comes as no surprise.
He describes her as the type of scholar graduate
education strives to produce.

“Shalini sets the bar extremely high as a graduate
student,” Saski said. “She is exceptionally
hardworking, self-motivated, scientifically curious
and an excellent communicator.

MARKET BULLETIN

“She represents the epitome of a successful
doctoral student,” he said. “She takes ownership of
her research, asks meaningful scientific questions,
follows through with rigor and communicates her
work with clarity and purpose.”

CONNECTING SCIENCE TO
AGRICULTURE

What sets Etukuri apart, Saski said, is her ability

to connect scientific discovery with real-world
agricultural challenges. Her research has important
implications for growers, industry partners and the
future of natural fiber production.

“She does not simply complete tasks,” he said. “She
wants to understand the biological question, the
agricultural relevance and the broader impact of
the science. That combination is rare and exactly
what we hope to cultivate in graduate education.”

For Etukuri, that perspective comes naturally.

Agriculture was never an abstract concept during
her childhood. She helped on the family farm and
witnessed firsthand the uncertainties farmers face
each season. She learned that success often depends
on patience, resilience and the willingness to adapt.

She also experienced the power of community,
watching neighbors work together during planting
and harvest seasons.

“That sense of teamwork stayed with me,” she said.
“It’s something 1 value deeply in my research today.”

Saski sees a direct connection between those early
experiences and the scientist Etukuri has become.

“Her background in an agricultural community
and her family’s connection to both education
and farming are clearly reflected in the way she
approaches science,” he said. “She brings a deep
respect for agriculture and a scientist’s desire to
improve it.”

A FOUNDATION BUILT ON FAMILY
AND FARMING

The values guiding Etukuri today were first
cultivated on her family’s farm.

Her father, Roopa Sundhar Etukuri, and mother,
Subhashini, have spent their careers balancing
agriculture and education. Alongside her brother,
Lalith Adithya, she was raised with equal emphasis on
academic achievement and hands-on experience in

the fields. Her family still lives on their farm in India.

“Farming has always been a part of our lives,”
her father said. “Our ancestors were involved

in growing crops and raising animals, and we
have continued that tradition while working as
teachers.”

Through those experiences, he said, his daughter
learned lessons that extend far beyond agriculture.

“She learned responsibility because crops require
constant care,” he said. “She learned patience
because farming teaches that not everything goes
according to plan. She also developed respect for
farmers and an understanding of how important
they are to society.”

The family continues to farm using primarily
organic practices and grows crops including
mangoes, peanuts, paddy, sugarcane and cotton,
along with fruits and vegetables for household use.
Etukuri’s mother and grandmother, Guramma
Nadendla, maintain a kitchen garden that
reinforces the family’s connection to the land.

“For us, the land is sacred,” Roopa Sundhar Etukuri
said. “We treat it
with respect and
gratitude.”

Those values
remain at the heart
of Etukuri’s work
today.

“The cotton
industry needs
talented, creative
scientists who can
connect genomics,
breeding,

industry needs
and real-world
agricultural challenges,” Saski said. “Shalini is
exactly that kind of scientist.”

NATIONAL RECOGNITION AND
FUTURE GOALS

Etukuri’s dedication has earned recognition
beyond Clemson. She was named a 2026 National
Association for Plant Breeding Borlaug Scholar and
received the 2025-26 Wade Stackhouse Fellowship.
Her research has also been supported through
opportunities provided by the Foundation for Food
and Agriculture Research and industry partners,
including Cotton Incorporated.

According to Saski, her selection as a Foundation
for Food and Agriculture Research Fellow reflects
both her accomplishments and her potential.

“The FFAR Fellows Program is designed to
prepare future food and agriculture scientists
through professional development, mentorship
and engagement with industry and academic
partners,” Saski said. “Shalini has embraced those
opportunities fully. She is developing not only as a
scientist but also as a leader and communicator.”

Etukuri expects to graduate in December 2026. She
plans to continue working in plant breeding and
agricultural research, focusing on solutions that
benefit farmers and promote sustainability.

“Ultimately, 1 want my work to make a difference,”
she said. “l want to contribute to agriculture in
ways that help farmers and strengthen food and
fiber production for future generations.”



USDA CONFIRMS NEW WORLD SCREWWORM IN TEXAS,
NEW MEXICO; CLEMSON OFFICIALS OUTLINE
SOUTH CAROLINA PREPAREDNESS EFFORTS

BY JONATHAN VEIT, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Following the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s recent confirmation
of New World Screwworm (NWS) in Texas and
New Mexico, Clemson Livestock-Poultry Health
(CULPH) and Clemson Department of Pesticide
Regulation are encouraging livestock owners,
veterinarians and animal health professionals to
remain vigilant while emphasizing that South
Carolina is actively preparing for the potential threat.

While NWS is currently only detected in the
Southwestern U.S., South Carolina preparations
include working closely with federal partners,
veterinarians, livestock producers and industry
stakeholders to ensure the state is prepared should
the pest move eastward.

Additionally, Clemson Livetock-Poultry Health
has announced that effective immediately, it will
enforce additional interstate movement health
requirements for warm-blooded animals entering
South Carolina from states with reported NWS cases.

“Preparedness is our best defense,” said Mike
Neault, South Carolina State Veterinarian and
director of Clemson Livestock-Poultry Health.
“While South Carolina has no confirmed cases,

we are taking proactive steps to ensure producers,
veterinarians and animal health professionals have
the information, resources and tools they need
should New World Screwworm be detected here.”

New World Screwworm is a parasitic fly whose
larvae feed on the living tissue of warm-blooded
animals. Unlike common maggots that feed on
dead tissue, screwworm larvae invade living tissue
through wounds and other openings, causing
severe injury, secondary infections and, if left
untreated, death. The pest can affect cattle, horses,

sheep, goats, swine, companion animals and wildlife.
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UPDATES FROM THE

South Carolina successfully eliminated New World
Screwworm in 1959 after first identifying the pest
in the state in 1934. Officials say the same science-
based principles that led to eradication decades ago
— including surveillance, rapid reporting, animal
movement controls, treatment options and the
Sterile Insect Technique — would be used again if
necessary.

As part of the state’s preparedness efforts, Clemson
Department of Pesticide Regulation has worked to
ensure that a broad range of animal treatment and
premise-control products are available to support
New World Screwworm response efforts should
the pest be detected in South Carolina. Approved
products include:

ANIMAL TREATMENTS

o CatronlV

o Clean-Up II™ Pour-On Insecticide with IGR

o Co-Ral® Fly and Tick Spray

o CyLence® Pour-On Insecticide

e Durvet Inc. Screw Worm Aerosol

e Permectrin™ CDS Pour-On Insecticide

o Permectrin™ Fly & Louse Dust

 Prozap® Screw Worm/Ear Tick

 Troika® Pour-On

 Aspen Veterinary Resources Ltd. Screw Worm
Aerosol

PREMISE AND FACILITY TREATMENTS

o CyLence Ultra™ Pest Control Concentrate
» CyLence Ultra® Premise Spray

« Elector™ PSP Premise Insect Control Agent
» Evergreen® Pro 60-6

e Sector® Misting Concentrate

 Troika® Farm and Livestock Aerosol

» ULD BP-100 Contact Insecticide 11

« Vapona™ Concentrate Insecticide
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SOUTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL TAX EXEMPTION

CORNER

To claim agriculture sales tax exemptions
in South Carolina, you must have

a South Carolina Agricultural Tax
Exemption (SCATE) card.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS
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How do 1 renew my SCATE card?

You can renew online at scatecard.com within go days of the

expiration date on your current SCATE card.

Farmers who participate in the
agriculture industry for business purposes
and purchase eligible products in South
Carolina are eligible for a SCATE card.

Before applying and making any
purchases, please review the most current
SC Department of Revenue Ruling
regarding eligible and taxable items. It is
linked from dor.sc.gov/farmers.

Apply, renew, verify, and learn more at
scatecard.com

Renewals are $24 and are good for 5 years.

A set of three physical cards (one credit card sized and two key
fob sized) will be printed and mailed to the mailing address
supplied in your SCATE account, through USPS after your
payment is processed. SCATE cards printed after summer 2025
no longer include the physical address printed on them.

In the meantime, you may go to scatecard.com’s “Check card
status” and enter your SCATE card number, then print that
information to use at a retailer until your physical cards arrive.

Some of the products are intended for direct
application to livestock, while others are designed
for use in barns, stables, kennels and other animal
facilities. Several may provide preventative action
against adult screwworm flies, while others may
help manage both adult flies and larvae as part

of a broader response effort. Clemson officials
stress that no single product should be viewed

as a standalone solution and that successful
control relies on a comprehensive integrated pest
management approach.

“These products represent one component of

a larger preparedness strategy,” said Michael
Weyman, assistant director of Clemson
Department of Pesticide Regulation. “Effective
response depends on early detection, rapid
reporting, biosecurity, veterinary care, surveillance
and coordinated action among state, federal and
industry partners.”

Officials encourage producers to monitor animals
regularly and watch for wounds that do not

heal, foul-smelling wounds, unusual irritation

or evidence of larvae in living tissue. Newborn
animals, surgical sites and other open wounds
should receive particular attention.

Anyone who suspects New World Screwworm
in domestic animals should immediately contact
Clemson Livestock-Poultry Health at 803-788-22060.

Suspected cases in wildlife should be reported
to the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources at 803-734-38806.

Any suspect or potential case in a human must
be reported immediately to the South Carolina
Department of Public Health via the regional
epidemiology office or the statewide emergency
number (1-888-847-0902).

Have you read our
2026 Grown in SC
magazine yet?

Read it online at agriculture.sc.qov/
magazine or grab a printed copy at
upcoming SCDA events this year.
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