Ag Commission
Minutes
May 13, 2026

THE AGRICULTURE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Covered in Cotton
Tracy & Ty Woodard
2080 Society Hill Road
Darlington, SC 29540 
Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 12:45 p.m.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT
	Frances Price, Chair
	Pete Player

	Lee Herndon
	Wayne Belger

	B. J. Smith
	Darren Carter

	Adair McKoy
	Bradley Orr

	Chalmers Carr
	Michael Gibson

	Mac Sanders
	Benjie Andrew



EXCUSED ABSENT COMMISSION MEMBERS
	Mike Shirer
	Stevie Still

	Lewis Hicks
	Frank Looper



OTHERS PRESENT
	Commissioner, Hugh Weathers
	Sam Quinney, SCDA

	Landrum Weathers, SC Corn Board
	Bennett Harrelson, SC Corn & Soybean Boards

	Chad Truesdale, Director, SC Pork Board
	Ellen Lloyd, SCDA, Ag Commission Admin.

	Erin Doll, SCDA, Beef Council Director
	Michael Kule, SCDA, Cotton & Peanut Director

	Erin Fitzpatrick, SCDA, Tobacco Director, and Soybean & Corn Admin. Assistant
	Rylee Carraway, SCDA Admin. Assistant



I. Call to Order/Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance – Chair Price called the meeting to order at approximately 12:46 p.m. and gave the prayer and Pledge of Allegiance.  She welcomed new Ag Commission members Pete Player 3rd Judicial District and Lee Herndon, 4th Judicial District.  Mr. Player said he is from Bishopville and is a 4th generation farmer who farms cotton, peanuts, corn and soybeans.  Mr. Herndon said he is from Dillon, SC and works for Coastal Agribiz and does a bit of farming with corn and beets.  Chair Price said she is aware that Mrs. Lloyd has received a notification on the 6th Judicial Circuit board seat but that it is not official yet.  She said when that position is filled, we will have all the seats filled on the Ag Commission. Chair Price said excused absences for today are Mike Shirer with a doctor's appointment and Stevie Still, with a doctor's appointment.  She said Lewis Hicks had planned to be here, but had no back-up help to tend his business today.  Mr. Hicks said he is available via phone should we need him for a quorum.  Mr. Frank Looper has some health issues.

II. Guest Reports
· SC Commissioner of Agriculture, Hugh Weathers – Commissioner Weathers reported on the following:  
· State Budget Asks and Projects
· Bridge Program with supplemental help of $30 million allocated for row crop farming and 5 million for fruit and vegetable
· More money for the Growing Agribusiness Fund
· Funds to support enhancing exports 
· Working to attract agribusiness to SC  (i.e. food processors)
· SC Cafeteria Program status
· South Carolina Department of Agriculture – Sam Quinney, Director of Ag Outreach reported on the following:
· Helene Block Grant application live status and information
· State drought response and the Seymour tool
· Introduction of SCDA Employees and Commodity Research Reporting  – 
· Erin Doll, Marketing Specialist, Equine, Poultry & the SC Beef Council.  Miss. Doll reported on the following:
· Beef billboard 12 month campaign 
· New dietary guidelines out doubling the protein requirement with red meat acknowledged as being nutrient rich food highlighting importance for introducing beef to young children, adolescents, the elderly, and any at risk groups 
· Michael Kule, Marketing Specialist, SC Peanut and Cotton Boards.  Mr. Kule reported on the following:
· Provided a brief background on himself
· Provided marketing and research information on both the SC Cotton and SC Peanut Board
· Erin Fitzpatrick, Corn/Soybean Program Coordinator & SC Tobacco Board Marketing Specialist – Miss Fitzpatrick provided a brief background of herself and that she previously worked in the grants department at SCDA. 
· Bennett Harrelson, Marketing Director, SC Soybean and Corn Boards – Mr. Harrelson reported on the following:
· Provided a report of the research currently funded by the Corn and Soybean boards 

III. Approval of Minutes, February 9, 2026 – Chair Price asked for a motion for approval of the minutes from Feb. 9th.  Board member, Wayne Belger, said one correction needed to be made.  Mr. Belger said he was not present at that meeting.  Board member Benjie Andrew said he was present at that meeting but was left off.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the February 9th minutes with changes.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.  

VI. Old Business
· Update on letter requesting the SC Legislature to honor the SC Soybean Board past unpaid interest on money in state account – Chair Price provided an update on where this legislative request currently stood saying two Ag Commission board members have contacted Senator Harvey Peeler’s office to discuss the Soybean Board’s owed interest.  It was relayed that the Senate has this request in their budget.  It was reported that it may not be in the House’s budget.  Chair Price encouraged board members that might have a relationship with Bruce Banister, Chair, House Ways and Means Committee to get in touch with him or his office to tell the history of this money and why it is owed to the SC Soybean Board.  
· Interest Rate on Commodity Board Accounts – Sam Quinney asked board members to review the handout in their packets of the interest on the commodity board accounts and asked if anyone had any comments or questions.  
· Update on Joint Request for Attorney General’s Opinion Regarding Dept. Overhead Expenses - Sam Quinney reported that communications early on were back and forth and that the last communications SCDA were sent to the Soybean Board on January 30th.  He said SCDA is awaiting a response.  

V. New Business 
· Reports from Ex Officio/Ag Commission members on commodity board(s) 
· Michael Gibson reported that he attended the SC Cotton Board’s research meeting and was impressed with the research proposals and how the cotton board members met afterwards and thoroughly thought through each proposal as to what the research would do for producers of cotton in South Carolina.  He said he also attended the SC Tobacco Board’s research meeting.  He said their pool of dollars is quite small for funding research.  It was noted that tobacco assessment dollars were down and there was a discussion about obtaining a current listing of tobacco first purchasers.  At that meeting, it was discovered that the growers in that room recognized that they had sold more pounds than the assessments collected from one of the first purchasers.  The questioning of assessment reporting not being accurate was discussed.  After a lengthy discussion, some of the thoughts were that there definitely needs to be some notification to first purchasers.  Chairman, Steve Squires mentioned working with the Tobacco Associates, Kimberly Foley, on getting a complete list of first handlers.  Chairman Squires also pointed out that first purchaser, R J Reynolds, had remitted approximately $2,000 and that this assessment did not represent a third of what he had sold to R  J Reynolds as one grower.  Mr. Gibson said the Tobacco Board plans to work to have a request ready asking the Ag Commission’s help with assessments by their August meeting. 
· Adair McKoy reported on the two Soybean Board meetings he attended.  Mr. McKoy mentioned that for the two meetings, 12 research proposals, marketing programs and a budget for the upcoming fiscal year were voted on.  The Board also approved Checkoff Pro, a first person portal to do everything electronically for assessments.  Mr. McKoy said so far 14 states are using this platform.
· Frances Price reported on the April Corn Board meeting she attended.  She said the board elected Jimmy Taylor as treasurer, a research update report was given, and their fiscal year 26-27 budget was approved. Chair Price said a few of the topics discussed were drought monitoring and signing up to use the Checkoff Pro assessment program, which does everything from receiving assessments, late charges, and non-payments. 
· SC Tobacco Board Assessment Collection Date – Sam Quinney said the Tobacco Board would need to provide the Ag Commission a letter of request by the August meeting.  
· Corn Board Presentation and Request – Landrum Weathers presented a financial request asking that the Corn Board be allowed to open an external account with a better interest rate than the state’s interest rate to earn more money for investment purposes.  The purpose is to help make more money to support the Corn Board’s financial needs during less prosperous corn growing years.  After much discussion there was a need for more questions to be answered.  Mr. Weathers will talk about the Ag Commission’s questions to the Corn Board at their meeting on July 23 and provide answers to the Ag Commission for their August 10 meeting.  Sam Quinney will discuss this request with SCDA’s finance department and find out how this request might be made possible before the Ag Commission’s August meeting.  All parties agreed with these steps. 
· Chad Truesdale to discuss SC Pork Board – Chad Truesdale introduced himself saying he had worked for the Department of Agriculture for many years.  Mr. Truesdale said the reason he is here today is to preemptively talk to the Ag Commission about something on behalf of the SC Pork Board.  He said he was contacted by the Pork Board and asked for his help in investigating information on how they relate nationally to other state organizations and to the National Pork Board organization.  Mr. Truesdale said his handout has the questions he asked of the board members along with background history.  He talked about attending the National Pork Board annual meeting and what other states are doing.  With a Federal Pork Act being established in 1985 it supersedes the SC Commodity Marketing Act and Order established in 1968.  SC has a SC Pork Board and an inactive SC Pork Producers Association.  The National Pork Board collects assessments from SC first purchasers and returns the appropriate monies to the SC Pork Board. SCDA is still responsible to assist the SC Pork Board if assessments are not being paid.  SC commodity boards cannot lobby for needs or issues related to their specific commodity.  However, an association can do so.  That is what the SC Pork Board would like to move to.  The SC Pork Marketing Order could be suspended, but only for 1 year under the SC Agriculture Commodities Marketing Act and Order. The SC Pork Board voted at their March meeting to dissolve and plan to get 10 signatures on a petition to move forward in the appropriate manner toward a referendum to pause their marketing order.  Sam Quinney commented about the SC Pork Board’s vote to dissolve their marketing order at their meeting on March 17th, saying in addition to that vote, the board also voted to terminate their MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the SCDA, which did allow expenditure permissions from the Pork Board through SCDA for the Pork Board’s expenses.  Mr. Truesdale said the plan is to have a cooperation agreement with the SCDA until such time as the new organization receives those funds. There was a question as to how many pork producers are there in SC.  There was a question as to the timeline of the SC Pork Board of their motion and discussions prior to that motion to come to the Ag Commission.  Mr. Truesdale said he was contacted in February after their marketing director left.  He said there was discussion amongst them at some point prior to the Board contacting him, because they were far along with where they wanted to go.  Mr. Truesdale said after he talked with the North Carolina Executive Director in doing his research, he concluded that both the SC Pork Board and SCDA’s Pork Board Marketing Director had already had conversations about the possibility of forming the one organization of the SC Pork Council since Virginia had just done it but he was unsure of the timing of that conversation.  A question was asked if the Federal Pork Act covers everything, they need covered.  Mr. Truesdale explained the Pork Board currently only operates under that act.  The exception would be that elections are carried out through the Ag Commission, but technically the Pork Board could elect somebody, and the National Pork Board would not have an issue.  In addition, he said the Pork Board questioned the Ag Commission’s ability to nullify nominations.  The Federal Pork Act does not have the ability to interfere with state pork elections.  Mr. Truesdale said the handout provides the issues that the SC Pork Board currently struggles with and the final part is what he gathered in talking with other state pork organizations and national organizations.  There were a lot of questions and discussion among board members.  A motion and second were made that the SC Pork Board clearly articulate their desire to the Agriculture Commission about their proposed referendum and to ensure that the SCDA representative and the appointed Ag Commission Ex Officio representative be invited to meetings of the Board.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.  Chair Price stressed that in her opinion, the SC Pork Board should revisit their prior motion to dissolve and completely re-do it.  Mr. Truesdale said he would carry her message back to the Board.  Chair Price thanked Mr. Truesdale and his efforts to be transparent on both sides.  She said the next meeting of the Ag Commission is August 10 and if the Pork Board could have something by then, that would be good.  

IV. Other Business
· Next Meeting Date is scheduled for August 10, 2026, at the Buddy Jennings Facility in West Columbia.

VII. Adjourn – the meeting adjourned at approximately 2:48 p.m.
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